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The Everlasting Light 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


LITTLE town of Bethlehem, 
Our eyes are turned to thee, 
Too dim to see the shining star 
Of Christ’s nativity, * 
Too blinded by earth’s mortal fires 
To catch the heavenly 
That bathed His lowly manger bed 
So long, so long ago. 


Yet though such clouds obscure thy light 
As earth has never known, 

Behind the blackness of the night 
The Star shines on His own. 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
Thy sad hills, and thy plain ‘ 


Shall echo yet an angel’s song, 
**He comes! He comes again!’’ 
ve 


The Greatest Misfortune 


When a sharp trial, testing, or afflic- 
tion comes we are liable to think of it 
as a great misfortune. But it is not 
the greatest misfortune. (Here is a 


searching word that should both chal- ~ 
* lenge and comfort us: “It is the great- 


est misfortune that can happen to a 
child of God to have no trials. Trials 


" are sent to lead to the Word of God, 
and entire dependence upon him. Why 


did Christ suffer being tempted? Was 
it not that he might be able to sym- 
pathize? What practice would there be 
for the skill of the able physician if he 


settled down where there was no dis- 
ease? If you have no trials, how can 
you comfort others with the comfort 
wherewith you yourself are comforted 
of God? Take out of life the bitterness 
of unbelieving fears, of mortified pride, 
and of disappointed self-will, and there 
will be very little left that is not sweet.” 
Shall we not ask God to search our soul 
just now, if we are being tested by 
what seems a desperate affliction, and 
show us whether there is in us any bit- 
terness of unbelieving fears, any morti- 
fied pride, any disappointed self-will? 
If we find it there in our hearts, then let 
us surrender it fully and unconditionally 
to Christ, and ask him to take it away 
completely and forever. Then we shall 
praise him that he did not let the great- 
est misfortune, of having no trials at all, 
come to us. 
Pad 


The Freethinker’s Delusion 


Those who pride themselves on be- 
ing freethinkers do not realize that 
they are in abject slavery. They mod- 
estly claim that they alone have dis- 
covered the truth and have the courage 
to follow the truth no matter where it 


may lead. They do not realize that the 
only “freedom” they are using is free- 
dom to reject the truth and believe a 
lie. Every man has the freedom to do 
this —if that be freedom! Freethinkers 
set themselves above God and Christ, 
as they give God the lie by rejecting 
his revelation of truth in the Bible. And 
this means, for those who thus reject 
God and Christ and the Word, hopeless 
and eternal bondage. It is as though 
a man prided himself upon his right to 
reject health and accept cancer or lep- 
rosy. Satan loves to conceal the deadli- 
ness of his work by making it appear 
\ofty and noble; he conceals his eternal 
enslaving of men by making them think 
that he offers them freedom. It is sig- 
nificant that true and intelligent Chris- 


, tians never call themselves freethinkers 


—yet they are the freest men on earth, 
mentally, intellectually, spiritually. They 
have accepted Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, and he alone can say to men: “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36), 
To all such, and only to such, Christ 
pledges his word:. “And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32). 


The International Prophetic Conference 


general Prophetic Conference was 

that of Morris Gordin, a converted 
Jew. He was formerly a member of 
the Communist party and lived in Rus- 
sia. For a time he believed fanatically 
that the Soviet ideology was the best 
for the world. His experience in Rus- 
sia, however, disillusioned him and he 
returned to the United States. It was 
while listening to an open-air service 
on the streets of New York that he was 
led to study the claims of Christ as his 
Saviour and Lord and as the coming 
King of all the earth. He was converted, 
and has since turned his gifts toward 
the Christian witness. He is a unique 


A NEW voice on the platform of the 





This is the concluding part of the report be- 
gun in last week’s issue of the International 
Prophetic Conference held under the auspices 
of the Moody Bible Institute, November 5-12, 


in New York City. 


and interesting speaker. ‘With great 
frankness, if not bluntness; he deals 
with the deception that now confuses 
mankind. One heartily approves his 
statement: 

“All the ‘isms’—Nazism, Fascism, 
Communism, Socialism, et al,— may be 
listed under one general caption ‘‘Con- 
fusionism.’ Satan is the supreme counh- 
terfeiter. Under the guise of good, he 
is enthroning evil in the hearts of men, 
even in the hearts of good men. He 
imitates. everything that Jesus Christ 
does or plans to do. His main object is 
to establish his new idolatry and his 
paganism throughout the world, ‘and he 
seeks to accomplish his purpose by coun- 
terfeit mass movements. The difference 
between all of them and the Christian 
faith is that we believe in the God-Man, 
they believe in the man-god. [Refer- 
ring to Russia, he said that] the poor 
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Are you planning for a Watch 

Night meeting in your church? If 

so, valuable suggestions are on 
page 917. 











people of that land have followed’ the 
slogan of the revolutionists. A political 
slogan is a means to promise everything 
and give nothing. For instance, the peo- 
ple of Russia were captivated by the 
slogan, ‘The factory for the workers 
and the land for the peasants.’ The 
workers got the land and the state got 
the farmers. The people were to be the 
proletariat democracy, but now they are 
under the autocracy of the commissars. 
No matter what form they take — soci- 
olatry, autolatry, statolatry, or any other 
kind—they are only various forms of 


‘idolatry. The apostates wish the over- 


throw of the cause of Christ because he 
is the author and source of true peace 
and justice.” 

The events connected with the return 
of our Lord, first of. all for his saints, 
and, after the tribulation, with his saints, 
recorded in Scripture prophecy . were 
explained with winsome clarity by many 
of the preachers. Bishop William Cul- 
bertson, of Philadelphia, added a beau- 
tifully tender touch in this spiritual sym- 
phony of praise and adoration of our 
Lord Jesus by interpreting from the 
Song of Solomon what would be Christ’s 
message to his saints at his coming: 

“Christ is speaking, to his redeemed 
and he says: ‘Let me see thy counte- 
nance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet 


- igs thy voice, and thy countenance is 


comely.’ ... The one who never spoke 
a lie says this. Do you believe it? He 
says, ‘Thou art beautiful.’ Yes, the Lord 
Jesus Christ is coming, and we shall hear 
his voice, and.I believe this is his mes- 
sage: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and 
come away, ... The winter is past, the 
rain is over and gone. . . . My love, my 
fair one.”’ But, beloved, I want to watch 
for him, and I want to be used, under 
God, of the Spirit, to work for him, that 
when I see his love-lit face I shall not 
be ashamed before him at his coming.” 
The spiritual emergency created by 
the imminency of our Lord’s return was 
apparent as the Rev. Ralph Gale Turn- 
bull, of Blackpool, England, spoke on 
the subject, “The Place, Power, and Pur- 
pose of the Second Coming cf Christ.” 
He drew attention to the fact that we 
are not making converts fast enough to 
keep up with the great growth of the 
unsaved in the populations of the world. 
If we are to do our duty as Christians 
we must catch some of the urgency and 
breadth which were revealed in his clos- 
ing words: 
“Is the circle of your fellowship a nar- 
Tow. one 


_ larger of his fellowship. John 
Wesley said, I must have the whole 





*God wants you to draw a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


church for my fellowship.’ This doc- 
trine brings us into a larger fellowship 
with the people of God, sanctifies us in 
the truth, and sends us out with all our 
might, power, and strength. It means 
you have a part to play as a citizen in 
the country. We talk about our citizen- 
ship in Heaven, but we have a respon- 
sibility on earth: Fear God, honor the 
king, the ‘emperor, the president, and 
serve Jesus Christ as witnesses waiting 
for his return. This, the inspiration for 
our service, sends us out as good sol- 
diers for Jesus Christ. We learn to 
have spiritual equilibrium, and to stand 
in this day of conflict and catastrophe. 
Jesus Christ is. our Hope, Crown, and 
Glory, and so in this life are we to 
live.” 

This was a note sounded by Dr. 
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Houghton when he answered the ques- 
tion, “What Shall We Do About It?” 
There again, under his pressing witness, 
the great audience was urged to live 
for and to serve our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all possible power and faithfulness 
because the days are evil and the time 
is short. 

As the great audiences listened to the 
recorded, unmistakable facts of spirit- 
ual apostasy in great sections of the 
Christian church their hearts were sad- 


- dened. It was not a bright picture which 


the speakers had to draw. To be real- 
istic they had to give evidence of the 
departure from Christ and his Word. 
It fell to the lot of Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, Editor of Taz Sunpay Scuoo. 
Times to answer the question, “Is Mod- 
(Continued on page’ 915) 
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Is “Armor” Prophecy Absurd? 


Some people who trust to their own 
understanding more than to God’s wis- 
dom and Word are fond of saying that 
various prophecies in the Bible are ab- 
surd. For example, Ezekiel 38 and 39 
give us detailed prophecies of warfare 
that shall come at the very end of this 
age between certain nations and. God 
himself, as those nations “come up 
against my people of Israel.” These 
prophecies speak of many “horses and 
horsemen,” but we are told that cavalry 
is. largely out of date now, and will be 
more and more so in view of mechanized 
warfare. Dr. Bauman, however, brings 
out an interesting and convincing answer 
to this, in his article in this week’s issue, 
simply by calling attention to certain 
facts of present-day warfaré that no one 
can deny. Again, we are told-that in the 
final struggle the fighters will be “all 
of them clothed in full armor” (Ezek. 
38:4, R. V.).. And that sounds ridiculous 
in this enlightened day of advanced mili- 
tary science and equipment, does it not? 
However, here is an interesting letter 
with an’ important news clipping, from 
a California reader: 


This is to call your attention to the in- 
closed page in the Science News Letter. 
In Ezekiel 38:4 (Auth. Vers.) we) read, 
“all of them clothed with all sorts of 
armour, even a great company with buck- 
lers and shields, all of them handling 
swords,” Armor and shield and helmef 
seem to many of us to belong to a bygone 
age in warfare. Now we find them com- 
ing into fashion again ! 

I seem to need to be shown again and 
again that our Bible is absolutely true ‘in 
science, prophecy, and history for the 
moment which that particular sen is 
written. 


The Science News Letter for October 
7, 1939, publishes ar article under the 
head of “Military Science,” with the title, 





“Armor May Become Fashion Even 
Among Civil Population.” The article 
reads in part: 

“Wearing of armor like that of knights 


: ‘of old, only proof against modern bullets 


and shell fragments, is likely to come 
into fashion again, even among the civil 
population, predicts Stephen V. Granc- 


.Say, curator of arms and armor in the 


Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

“Armored men have already been re- 
ported as having been seen repairing 
the barbed wire in front of German en- 
trenchments on the western front. 

“‘Armor wearing is not ideal,” Mr. 
Grancsay stated to Science Service. 
‘However, a. soldier necessarily has to 
bear great discomforts, I am sure that 
with the light alloys developed today 
armor will be used extensively, even by 
the civilians as a protection against fiy- 
ing debris. Armor would be effective 
against the shells falling from anti-air- 

“Every soldier in all armies these days 
wears a helmet, and if a helmet is good 
protection, Mr. Grancsay reasons, why 
should not other body armor be equally 
good protection? 

“Mr. Grancsay has the backing of no 
less an authority than General /Pershing, 
whom he quotes; ‘Effort should be con- 
tinued towards the development of a 
satisfactory form of personal armor.’ 

“Two and a half years ago, on April 
7, 1937, Mr. Grancsay predicted the -re- 
turn of body armor, in a Science Service 
radio broadcast. 

“And the weirtns of bullet-proof vests, 
which are armor éven if not made of 
metal, is a commonplace among dicta- 
tors, gangsters, and other men who have 
reason to fear attempts at assassination.” 

It is rather difficult to prove that the 
Bible is mistaken, isn’t it? 
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By Louis S. Bauman, D 


Gog & Gomer, Russia & Germany, and the War '* 


As the Soviets “” Banish’ God 


D.GeNenEa iOS 


BOSTON, 














vividly in the prophetic Word as 
is Russia. Probably the reason is 
that the Eternal, looking down across 
the sands of time, beheld Russia, as no 
other nation, raising her mighty fists and 
hissing her defiance. It is recalled that 
Stalin, the Neronic dictator of Russia, 
signed the official decree back in 1932 
erdering the Almighty to pack his few 
remaining belongings and get out of 
the Soviet empire. That decree, accord- 
ing to the London Morning Post, read: 
On May 1, 1937, there must not remain 
on the territory of the U.S.S.R. a single 
house of prayer to God, and the very con- 
céption “God” will be banished from the 
boundaries of the Soviet Union, as a sur- 
vival of the Middle Ages which has served 
as an instrument for the oppression of the 
working masses. 
The date is past. We have not as yet 
heard that the Almighty took his exit. 


Finding Russia in Ezekiel 
Beholding this gory monster, whose 
déeds of cruelty, lust, and blood were 
not surpassed by even Ivan the Terrible, 
or Nero, or any other human beast 
known to history, need we wonder that 
the God of Israel, foreseeing him, gave 
the order to Ezekiel: 
“Son of man, set thy face toward Gog, 
of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against 
him, and say, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: 
Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, prince 
(Bzek. 38: 


of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” 
1-3, R. V.). 


So many great scholars have shown 
conclusively that Russia and her latter 
day allies is the Gog of Ezekiel that 
it seems unnecessary to take space here 
with further discussion of it. Scofield, 
referring to Ezekiel’s prophecy, rightly 
says: “That the primary referente is 
to’ the northern (European) powers, 
headed up by Russia, all agree. . . . The 
reference to Meshech and Tubal (Mos- 
cow and Tobolsk) is a clear mark of 
identification.” 


N: modern nation is set forth so 


A matter more necessary here is to 
identify these allies of Gog as they are 
named upon the sacred page: 

Persia, Cush, and Put with them. . . 
Gomer, and all his hordes; the house ‘of 
Togarmah in the uttermost parts of the 
north,. and all his hordes (Ezek. 38:5, 6, 
R. V.). 


Persia needs no identification: Persia 
today is allied with Russia. She has 
entered into an agreement with the 
northern Goliath that, should Britain at- 
tack him, Persia will provide him with 
a highway to India. Cush and Put (not 
the Ethiopia and Libya countries of Af- 


The Philadelphia Inquirer says 
editorially: “Communist Russia, 
coldly murderous in its private, do- 
mestic purges, has exceeded all 
known records for unspeakable bru- 
tality in its blood-thirsty lightning 
war on little Finland.” Stalin has 
“out-Hitlered Hitler at his own dia- 
bolic game. . . . The ‘demoniacal 
fiendishness of the blow ... marks 
a new low in Europe’s throw-back 
to Stone Age barbarity.” 

But don’t forget the wise counsel: 
“Read the Bible and get the news in 
advance!” Those who have read, 
understood, and believed Bible 
prophecy are not surprised by these 
tragic, world-shaking events. Dr. 
Bauman’s fourth article in his series, 
“Light from Bible Prophecy on the 
European War and Its Results,” 
throws a flood of light from Scrip- 
ture on the titanic struggle that has 
evidently begun in Europe. The 
whole series, the first three of which 
have already been published, is as 
follows: 


Why the Roman Empire 
Must be Revived 


“I Believe in the Resurrection 
of the Empire” 
Why Russia Broke with Britain 
and Joined Germany 
Gog and Gomer, Russia and Ger- 
many, and the War 
Further Light from Ezekiel on 
Russia and Germany 
Why Palestine Will be Coveted 
by the Nations 
Britain’s Break with the Jews, and 
Italy’s Opportunity 
Why the Final War Must Head 
_ Up in Armageddon 
Why the Rapture of the Church 
Must be Very Near 
The entire series, including the 
first article, November 25, may be 
secured by a 24-weeks subscription 


. for $1 (Canada $1.10), so long as the 
issues on hand last. 








rica as many reading the Authorized 
Version infer) are not clearly identified. 
But they were evidently provinces 
within or near Persia. The International 


Standard Bible Encyclopedia says that 


Cush is “the name of the country around 
which the Gihon flowed (Gen. 2:13), 
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rendered ‘Ethiopia’ in the Authorized 
Version.” 

As for Togarmah, Jewish writers (and 
probably correctly) call the Turks “To- 
garmah.” But Turkey, as we know it, 
is not in view here. Note carefully that 
it is “Togarmah in the uttermost parts 
of the north.”’ I accept the view of mariy 
writers that the Togarmah of Ezekiel 
is our present Turkestan, which is one 
ofthe Soviet Republics today. 


Who Is Gomer? 


As for Gomer, in Genesis 10:3 we are 
told that Gomer had three sons, Riphath, 
Togarmah, Ashkenaz. Gomer and his 
tribe sojourned from Asia Minor to the 
north coast of the Black Sea. The place 
where they settled was first called Go- 
meria, then Cimmeria, and later Crimea, 
which is its name today. Ashkenaz 
moved up the Danube and peopled what 
is known today as Germany. Webster 
says that Gomer was “a northern peo- 
ple from the Armenian highlands, iden- 
tified with the Gimirrai of the cuneiform 
inscriptions.” The Jews today call their 
brethren from Germany “Askenazim,” 
after Ashkenaz, son of Gomer. The Jew- 
ish Talmud supports this view. Gomer 
is there stated to be the Germani, that 
is, Germany. 

If we are correct in the location of 
these peoples, then it is intensely inter- 
esting to know that after twenty-five 
centuries these people are all allied with 
Russia today. Kaleidoscopic they may 
have been through the centuries; yet to- 
day they settle into the pattern foretold 
by the prophet so long ago. 

We now see how it is that, while the 
recent pact formed between Germany 
and Russia “stunned” England, and 
“stupefied” France, and “shocked” the 
whole world, nevertheless it caused no 
surprise whatever to those who know 
the prophets. I have just unearthed the 
Christian Herald of ‘November 7, 1917 
—twenty-two years ago. The late Dr. 
James M. Gray, then Dean of The’ Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, wrote on the 
subject, “What the Bible Teaches about 
Russia.” At that time Russia had just 
tossed aside the Czarist yoke. On the 
basis of Ezekiel’s prophecy Dr. Gray 
said: 

He [the writer] rejoices with Russia in 
her new-found freedom. ... But he is 
obliged to add, as a faithful interpreter 
of the Word of God, that he would 
not be surprised if democracy in Rus- 
sia were short-lived. ... The Bible 
seems to foreshadow this. And, indeed, 
that Russia should at length be found in 
alliance with Germany, or Germany with 
her, is not one of the improbabilities, judg- 
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ing from the same source. ... Of course, 
dogmatic assertions are out of place, but 
if our interpretation of. Ezekiel be correct, 
then the present alliance of Russia with 
the western nations is not likely to be per- 
manent, for they are of the original Roman 
Empire, to which she never belonged. And 
for this reason it is more likely that one 
of these days the relationship of Russia 
and.Germany shall. become close, for .Ger- 
many, like Russia, was never of the Roman 
Empire, except as to that part of her ter- 
ritory west of the Rhine. 

Apparently the preacher who: ignores 
even the thing which at the time seems 
to man’s view impossible of fulfillment, 
and sticks to the Word of God, has no 
_ need to make apologies as the revealing 
years come along. God, looking down 
across the sands of time. and beholding 
this northern leviathan that boasts of 
17,000,000 muskets today, cried: “I am 
against thee, O Gog” !. Today Gog raises 
his fist toward the heavens and cries: 
“And I am against thee, O God!” And 
the fight is on—a fight that will end 
only. when God ‘shall “give unto Gog 
a place for burial in Israel... [in] The 
valley of Hamon-gog” (Ezek. 39:11, 15). 
Yes, this present-day battle against God 


by the Russian bolshevistic nullifidians is 


but a part of.the prophetic program, 
running as true to the “sure' word of 
prophecy” as the needle runs true to 
the pole. 

O Gog, prince of Rosh, . . . I will turn 
_ thee about, and put hooks into thy jaws, 

and will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horses and horsemen, all of them 
clothed in full armor, a great company with 
buckler and shield, all of them handling 
swords (Ezek. 38:3-5, R. V.). 


The Last Ride of Russia’s Cavalry 

And again the prophecy runs _ true. 
Newspaper correspondents with the 
Russian army that, several weeks- ago, 
overran eastern Poland wrote descrip- 
tions of that army. The modern army, 


even as the German army that overran . 


western Poland, is “motorized.” And 
much of the Russian army is modern. 
But in addition to its motorized- bat- 
talions the Russian army is accompanied 
by great masses of cavalry. The latter- 
day enemies of Israel -that shall sweep 
out of the north parts are ever accom- 
panied with “horses and horsemen”: 
“And thou shalt come from thy place 
out of the uttermost parts of the north 
. riding upon horses” (v. 15). “And 
the king of the north shall come against 
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and 
with horsemen” (Dan. 11:40). Asa mat- 
ter of fact, the terrain down over which 
Gog and his hordes must march; out 
of Russia, down past the cedars of Leba- 
non into the land of Israel, to “take a 
spoil,” will find.the horse superior to 
the tank. Correspondents have told us 
that the Russian army in eastern’ Po- 
land presented rather a “strange appear- 
ance.” The Russians looked more like 
an “Asiatic” horde than a modern Eu- 
ropean army. And this exactly fits into 
the ‘prophetic picture drawn by Ezekiel. 
While’our western powers bemoan the 
fact that Poland should have been caught 
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in a pincers movement between these 
two northern titans, and crushed to 
death, it must not be forgotten that these 
titans, and all other titanic powers, are 
utterly in the hands of the Lord God 
of Israel. ._Hear*:God speak to Gog: “I 
will turn thee about, and put hooks into 
thy jaws, and..I. will,bring thee forth” 
(v. 4). Thank God for the assurance 
that, as those great foamy-jawed beasts 
of the north countries go prowling forth 
from their dens, the hooks of our God 
are in their yews! We have no need of 
fear ! 


The Mighty Hand Behind the Scenes 


Once upon a time in the long ago a 
prophet of God said of the mightiest 
ruler of that day: ‘ “Cyrus, He is my 
shepherd; and ‘shall perform. all my 


_ pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 


Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, 
Thy foundation. shall be laid” (Isa. 44: 
28). And thus a pagan world-ruler, 
who Was ever ah enemy of the Jew, was 
compelled to rebuild the city of the Jew, 
and to lay te foundation of the vane 
of. the: Jew. * 

To unother ‘prophet God spoke of the 





On September 19 of this year. Sir 
Philip Gibbs, famous war corre- 
spondent, wirelessed from London 
to the New York Times; “The Rus- 
sian Bear sprawls across the earth 
from east to west. In Europe this 
Russian crime which gave the 
death-blow to Poland terrifies many 
small nations;:: . . How far will 
Stalin, that sinister despot in Mos- 
cow, bid his hordes advance? .. . 
Germany has opened her gates to 
the Russian Bear who one day will 
bite: her throat: . ... Stalin, ‘not Hit- 
ler, will dictate terms.” 

In. the Saturday Evening Post of 
October 14 Demaree Bess wrote on 
“Stalin Over Europe,” and said: 


“Stalin is the. most cold-blooded 
of all modern’ dictators. He is not 
a neurotic or a mystic, like Hitler. 
He is not,a@«poseur, like- Mussolini. 
He makes his plans with the cool 
detachment of a professional army 
general, combined with the ruthless 
brutality of an absolute fanatic. 
When he lays out his vast schemes, 
he does not think in terms of men 
and\women, but in terms of ¢bjec- 
tives. 


“In. 1932, Stalin deliberately per- 
mitted. seven million Russian and 
Ukrainian peasants to starve to 
death in order to break down peas- 
ant. opposition to his plans. ... We 
can be sure that Stalin calculated 
with the same heartless detachment 
the probable, consequences of his 
deal with Hitler — another sacrifice 
of millions of/human lives in Euro- 
pean war,” | 
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Babylonian enemy of Israel thus: “Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant”! (Jer. 25:9; 27:6.) . And once 
upon a time this Nebuchadnezzar, “nead 
of gold,” mightiest monarch of them all, 
swaggered about, boasting of this “great 
Babylon, that I have built”! (Dan. 4:30.) 
The Mighty One of Israel looked down 
from his throne in the skies and said 
to that monarch: “Will you please go 
out into the fields, fall down upon your 
all-fours, and eat greens for seven years 
until you know that there is a God in the 
heavens who ruleth in the kingdom. of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 


will, and setteth up. over it. the. basest’. 


of men” (Dan, 4:17). And that old self- 
deified Babylonian trotted off into the 
fields like an obedient little boy, fell 
upon his all-fours, and chewed greens 
and grew hair like eagles’ feathers until 
he was ready to return, to his palace 
and proclaim to the world: 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all peo- 
ple, nations, and ages,. that dwell in 
all the earth; Peace be multiplied: unto you. 
’ - Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
extol and honour the King of heaven, all 
whose works are truth, and his ways judg- 
ment: and those that walk in pride he is 
able to abase”’ (Dan. 4:1, 37). 


“Shall Not the Judge... Do Right?” 


Then, ye saints of God, take courage ! 
While one cannot but pity Poland for 
that which has befallen her, let it not be 
forgotten that Poland sinned grievously 
in recent years in her bitter persecution 
of Israel, the chosen of God. Judgment 
for her was certain, as it will be for 
all others that lay violent hands upon 
God’s anointed. Verily, Nebuchadnezzar 
was right: “Whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment”! God used Nebu- 
chadnezzar to judge a disobedient peo- 
ple, and then punished the wicked in- 
strument used in that judgment. 

Beyond question the days of judgment 
are falling upon the nations that have 
counted Christ out of their counsels. 
Therefore God permits the “basest of 
men” to rule over them. But, judging the 
future from the past, some of Europe’s 
autocrats, now being used of God in his 
judgments, shall be put on a diet of 


greens! It would at least be somewhat . 


satisfying to have the assurance that in 
that day that is coming soon a certain 
triumvirate in Europe might be com- 
pelled to issue a proclamation before 
they bow their necks for the final stroke 
of their doom: 

“We, STALIN, HITLER, AND MUSSOLINI, 
UNTO ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES, 
THAT DWELL IN ALL THE EARTH; PEACE BE 
MULTIPLIED UNTO YOU. NOW WE PRAISE 
AND EXTOL AND HONOUR THE Lorp Gop 
OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, EVEN THE 
Lorp God OF THE JEW, AND’ HAVE LEARNED 


THAT THOSE THAT WALK IN PRIDE HE IS 


ABLE TO ABASE !” 


In his next article Dr. Bauman will 
take up still further the prophecies 
in Ezekiel 38 concerning Russia and ; 
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How [Much Do You Know of Matthew 1 fo 152: ; 
By Geneva: F. Walters, M.S. 


Review tests on the lessons of 
the last Quarter 












Brief Answer 
Juniors and Intermediates 
Answer each question with a word or 

phrase. 

1,Name one of the Lord Jesus’ 
brothers, ; 

2. Who danced before Herod? 

3. Whom did the Lord Jesus give as 

: an example of humility? 

4. To what did the Lord Jesus com- 
pare the Kingdom of Heaven? 

5. Name one city upon which Christ 
pronounced woe. 

6. Who were sent out by the Lord Jesus 
to preach and to heal? 

7. What did the Lord Jesus do in Peter’s 
home? 

8. What should we seek first? 

9. Where did the Lord Jesus say our 
hearts would be? 


10. Where did Joseph take the young 
Christ child and his mother for 
a few years? 


11. What does the name Jesus mean? 


12. Who was called the forerunner of, 


the Lord Jesus? 
13. What did John do for the Lord Jesus? 
14. What did the Lord Jesus teach his 
followers to do if they were pér- 
secuted for his sake? 
15. What caused the. disciples Ao be 
alarmed while on the sea? 


ANSWERS — IN. MATTHEW 
1. James, Joses, Simon, or Judas (13:55). 
2. Daughter of Herodias (14:6). 
3. Child (18:2, 3). 
4. Grain of mustard seed, leaven; etc. (13: 
31, 33, 44). 
5. Chorazin or Bethsaida (11:21). 
6. 
7. 
8 


/ 


. Christ’s disciples (10:1). 
. Healed Peter’s wife’s mether (8:14, 15). 
. Kingdom of God (6:33). 
9. Where our treasure is (6:21). 
10. Egypt (2:14). 
11. Save from sins (1:21). 
12. John the Baptist (3:3). 
13. Prepare the way; baptize (3:3, 13-15). 
14. Rejoice and be glad (5:11, 12). 
15. Tempest (8:24, 25). 
Completion 
Juniors and Intermediates 
_ Fill in each. blank space with a word 
that best completes the meaning of the 
sentence. 
i. An angel told ——— to take the 
—— and his mother to 








2. Later they lived in a city called 


3. 


4. The Lord Jesus was 
5. 


SSS : 

John preached ———, and said, “The 
of is’ at’ hand.” 

by_ John. 

Satan promised to. give. the Lord 


Jesus the whole - ‘ifthe Lord 
Jesus would — hin. 














. Christ said. that his followers were 


the 





of the’ - 





7. The Lord Jesus taught that he came 


not to 





the 





but to 





. By telling about God’s care for the 


and — the Lord Jesus 
showed that ‘God cares for his fol- 
lowers. 





9. Christ taught that the way leading to 


10. 


11, 


12. 


destruction ‘is but. that. the 
one leading to life is 8 


The Lord Jesus healed the. 
’s wife. 
While out: in a boat with ‘his disci- 
' ples, Christ rebuked the and 
the : 
The Lord Jesus sent’ his disciples out 
on a preaching and stichyred mis- 
sion first to the 











of 














13. The. - Pharisees: oriticiogd both the 


14. 


15, 





Lord Jesus and also - 


The Kingdom of: Heaven: was com- 
pared to a grain of - “. 


When Herod heard of Christ's tenchis 
ing and preaching, -he said 


the 

















. the -was risen from the dead. 
ANSWERS — iN MAtriew : 
1. 2:13. .8y-6226-34. 
2. 2:23. 9: 7:18, 14. 
3. 3:2. 10. 9:14, 15. 
4. 3:16. “11. 8:26: 
5. 4: 9, 10. 12. 10:5, 6.- 
-6. 5:13, 14. . 13. 11218; “19. 
7. 5:17. 14. 13:31. 
15. 14:2. 
Single Choice 


Juniors and Intermediates. 


Underscore the phrase in the parenthe-: 


ses that. best completes the meaning: of 
the sentence: 


1. In the home of Peter, the Lord Jesus 


(raised Lazarus,’fed the multitude, 
healed a mother). 


2. Before following Christ, one disciple 


asked. permission .to (bury his 
father, divide his inheritance, see 
his farm land). 


3. The Lord Jesus taught his followers 


to fear (those who could kill the 
body, the Jewish leaders, the one 
with power over soul and body). 
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4, In a parable the Lord Jesus told of 
aman who (sold all he had to get 
one pearl, refused to part with 
lesser pearls, gave the jewel to a 
friend). 


5. When mothers brought young chil- 
dren to the Lord Jesus, the disci- 
ples (were glad, paid no attention, 
rebuked the mothers). 


6..Herod. said to his servants that the 
Lord: Jesus was (Esaias, John the 
Baptist, one of the prophets). 


7. The people of Nazareth (disbelieved 
the Lord Jesus, followed him, gave 
a feast for him). 


8. Christ compared the Jews unto (salt 
of the earth, children in their play, 
a lighted candle). 


9. The Lord Jesus taught the necessity 
of (keeping first things first, 
preaching to others, healing the 
sick) ‘by the illustration of the 
birds and the lilies of the field. 


10. John the Baptist preached that all 
should (be baptized in Jordan, re- 
pent, sell what they had). 


ANSWERS — IN MATTHEW 


1. 8:14, 15. 6. 14:2. 
2. 8:21. 7. 13:54, 58. 
3. 10:28. 8. 11:16. 
4. 13:45, 46. 9. 6:28-33. 
5. 19:13. 10. 3:2. 

Yes or No 


Young People and Intermediates 
Answer each question with a “yes” or 
a. “no. ” 

L Did the Lord Jesus urge his followers 
to become as the Pharisees if they 


were to enter the Kingdom of . 


Heaven? 

2. Was Joseph directed by an angel in 
his dream how to care for the 
baby Jesus? 

3. Did the Lord Jesus keep himself 
from all religious forms? 

4.,Did Christ use his divine power 
solely for his own benefit? 

5. Did the Lord Jesus seek to prepare 

- his followers for persecutions they 
would later receive? 

6. Do we owe good will to all classes 
of people? 

7. Did the teachings of Christ destroy 
those of the prophets? 

8..Can. one serve two masters? 

9. Do Christ’s teachings approve of 
hasty. judgments? 

10. Was the Lord Jesus ever concerned 
about the fears of his disciples? 

11, Were the disciples given special 
authority when sent out by the 
Lord Jesus? 

12, Did the Pharisees approve of John 
the Baptist? 

13. Are our responsibilities proportions 
ate to our teachings? 


14. May a child help an older person to 







fu 
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understand the Lord Jesus’ teach- 
ings? 

15. Was Christ well received in his own 
home town? 


ANSWERS — IN MATTHEW 


1. 18:3. 8. 6:24. 

2. 2:14, 19. 9. 7:1. 

3. 3:15, 16. 10. 8:25, 26. 
4. 4:4. 11. 10:1. 

§. 5:11, 12. 12. 11:18. 

6. 5:43. 13. 11:21, 

7. 5:17. 14. 18:2-6. 

15. 13:54, 58. 


Scripture Recognition 
Young People and Adults 
Give the name of the person making 


Jeach of the following statements. 


1. “Arise, and take the young child and 
his mother, and flee into Egypt.” 


2. “Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance.” 


. “Suffer it to be so now.” 
4. “All these things will I give thee.” 
5. “Love your enemies.” 


wo 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


6. “I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest.” 
7. “Out of Egypt have I called my son.” 


8. “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” 


9. “I have need to-be baptized of thee.” 
10. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” 
11. “Lord, save us: we perish.” 


12. “Whence hath this man this wisdom, 
and these mighty works?” 


13. “This is John the Baptist.” 
14. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus,” 


ANSWERS — IN MATTHEW 


Angel to Joseph (2:13). 
John the Baptist (3:8). 
The Lord Jesus (3:15). 
Satan (4:9). 

The Lord Jesus (5:44). 
Scribe (8:19). 

Prophet (2:15). 

Voice from heaven (3:17). 
. John the Baptist (3:14). 
10. The Lord Jesus (6:33). 
11. Disciples in boat (8:25). 
12. Men of Nazareth (13:54). 
13. Herod (14:2). , 
14. Angel to Joseph (1:21). 


© 0 Im wo Do 











eee 


How the G 
at the San Francisco Exposition 


Words Better Than Gold at the Golden Gate 


| was preached to thousands 


By Arnold Grunigen, Jr. 




















HIRTY-FIVE men, Christian busi- 
"T nesmen, meeting in a hotel dining 

room in February, 1936, in down- 
town San Francisco, little knew what 
was really happening! 

They had been called together in a 
most remarkable way. All were busy, 
they had no time, and yet the Lord cer- 
tainly had his plans and worked them 
out. The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee of the San Francisco Bay Region 
was formed. One of the motivating 
factors toward formation was the World’s 
Fair to come to our city three years 
later, and we knew this would offer a 
challenge for a Gospel effort of some 


-kind. 


After a little over a year of down- 
town Gospel meetings,—put on at ir- 
regular intervals,— Gospel team activi- 
ties, personal work, and regular weekly 
luncheon gatherings, we were-led, as 
other groups in other cities have 
been led, to agree that a well lo- 
cated tract and Gospel distribution 
center would be the best contribu- 
tion we could make: toward having 
Christ represented at the Golden Gate 
International Exposition in 1939. 

To this end we procured the promises 
of the services of Tom M. Olson, a serv- 
ant of the Lord, with an unusual knowl- 
edge of the Word, tactful, and well 
rounded out for this service. We then 
made our way to the temporary offices 
of the Exposition, looked the grounds 


over, selected what we thought was the 
“top spot” for our tract booth, the cen- 
ter space in the -Business Efficiency 
Building. Here, we said, is a message 
in itself: At the center of business 
efficiency is an out-and-out thorough- 
going faith in the Lamb of Calvary! 
We were the first exhibitor- to select 
and pay in full for space, for which we 
received wide newspaper publicity. 
But the Lord‘had other plans! In a 
little while the plans were changed. 
There would be no Business Efficiency 
Building. Would we look over other 
sites and tell them what we would like? 
And shortly afterward, a young man in 
Southern California,—Irwin A. Moon, 
an electrical and radio wizard since 
childhood, later a Baptist minister, but 
all the while developing and experi- 
menting with electrical and scientific 
equipment to be used in presenting the 
Gospel, — talked over with his wife the 
idea of taking his “Sermons From Sci- 
ence” to one of the 1939 World’s Fairs. 
They agreed that they would need an- 
other helper. They were led to the 
decision that Tom M. Olson was the man. 
They phoned him in another part of 
Southern California, made a date. Mr. 
Olson revealed the fact that he too had 
Exposition plans, was committed to San 
Francisco. Wouldn’t Mr. Moon accom- 
pany him to San Francisco the next 
week to the Committee’s 2nd Annual 
Dinner, and look the men and the 
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ground over? The date was made, the 
Lord was -working in a most definite 
way. 

Miraculously, plans were changed, lo- 
cations reversed, all marvelously to the 
good, and to the glory of God. On Feb- 
ruary 18, 1939,—the opening day on 
Treasure Island,—there stood the 
Christian Business Men’s Auditorium 
Building, on the corner of two main 
arteries, amid 11,000 square feet of choice 
outside exhibit space. Inside was housed 
the “Sermons From Science” Exhibit, 
with seats and standing room to accom- 
modate about three hundred people at 
a time. 

Never had an Exposition been the 
scene of such an opportunity. Four 
entirely different “Sermons From Sci- 
ence” made up the repertoire. From 
two to eight of these were given daily, 
without a single break throughout the 
entire period of the Exposition. ‘There 
was never a vacant seat, ‘not even stand- 
ing room on a Saturday or Sunday, for 
the eight months and a half. During 
the summer months, we had 270 consecu- 
tive demonstrations, filled to capacity, 
and turned thousands away: 

As members of the group we know 
the Christians of the Bay-Area pretty 
well. We are satisfied that we averaged 
ninety per cent unsaved or unchurched 
people in our audiences. They came 
from every State in the Union and from 
every foreign country. Priests, preachers, 
and rabbis, nuns and deaconesses, semi- 
nary students, — they were all there, but 
what a thrill to see our business asso- 
ciates, college students, whole families 
fight to get in. To find a seat was a 
treat. 

One million pieces of the best in 
Christian literature were given out. By 
prearrangement no one was given any 
until the close of a demonstration; in 
this way we have enjoyed an extremely 
high percentage of readers. In the en- 
tire period we did not pick up one 
hundred pieces that had been thrown 
away. Scores of decision cards, which 
we enclosed, were mailed back to us, 
at the senders’ expense. We followed 
each one up with a personal call, and 
rejoice in the belief that hundreds made 
a decision for Christ that we will not 
know of until we meet in glory. 

To the glory of God, our exhibit was 
one of the most talked of on Treasure 
Island. Ever so many “must see lists” 
that we saw in people’s possession had 
our demonstrations listed: The financial 
side was a testimony in itself. We de- 
termined in advance by God’s help, to 
pay every bill, and they were heavy, 
for we had to pay full prices for every 
move we made, without ‘admittance fees, 
ticket sales, offerings of any description, 
or collection boxes. The Gospel is full and 
free and so was our exhibit. This flab- 
bergasted the public and how we reveled 


- in it! 


Our prayer room was the scene of 
some happy decisions for Christ. 
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Lesson for December 31 


Churches reported new members and 
rekindled old members as a direct re- 
sult of the testimony. Glorious oppor- 
tunities were opened to hundreds of 
Christians to use the exhibit as a “con- 
tact point” in personal work. News- 
papers gave us fine space all over the 
Pacific Coast. Christian Endeavor So- 
cieties, young people’s groups, and older 
ches, too, found our corner truly an 
oasis in the very center of worldliness. 
Among remarks in our Visitors’ Register, 
we found these: People in Darkness, see 
light. — Finest thing on the Fairgrounds. 
— Excels a lifetime of sermons. —A dis- 
appointed latecomer, wrote, “Couldn’t 
get in, too full.” Some one asks, “Was 
the Gospel faithfully given out, or were 
the people just entertained?” The best 
answer to that question comes from a 
remark copied from our register, “Too 
true to be comfortable.” One convert 
asked for baptism by immersion. We 
referred him to a Baptist church closest 
to him, where we had a member on 
our Committee. Later, this minister re- 


marked, “Any work that produces cases . 


of real, out-and-out conversion like this 
is highly worth-while.” 

Nearly 175,000 persons saw a complete 
“Sermon”; 350,000 were in, had a taste, 
some literature, and went on. The final 
day we had continuous lines on two 
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sides of the Building from two-thirty in 
the afternoon until eight in the evening, 
waiting patiently and gladly for a 
chance to see one of the eight demon- 
strations given on that day. This same 
thing happened many other days, al- 
though the lines were not so long. How 
we thanked God for having supplied just 
the means necessary to make a real im- 
pact for the glorious Gospel with a 
thrill-seeking throng! 

We appreciate the offer of the Times 
to share this miracle with you. We 
“dreamed” for three years; God blessed 
the working out of the dream in every 
little particular. We just knew we were 
on “God’s Power Line” because of the 
way a hundred things fitted together. 
When we met in a “Hallelujah Banquet” 
the night after the Exposition closed, one 
verse predominated, Ephesians 3:20: 
“Now unto him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us.” 

Our desire is that our experience may 
be duplicated in future World’s Fairs, 
if the Lord tarries. Our hearts are 
happy and our bodies weary, but he has 
done “exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us.” 

SAN FRANCISCO. 

















The International Prophetic Conference 
An editorial, continued from the second page 

















ernism the Great Apostasy?” In the 
course of his message he said: 

“What is Modernism? It is esseptially 
the denial of the Bible, in one part or 
another, as the authoritative Word of 
God. I know Christian men, leaders, 
missionaries, and ministers, who will tell 
you sincerely that they believe in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and yet they do not 
believe in the divine authenticity of all 
the Scriptures. To that degree they are 
Modernists. Whether it is some small 
part or some larger part, the moment 
we deny any part of Scripture we are 
on the Devil’s ground and not on the 
Lord’s ground. Modernism is not mod- 
ern. It started in Eden with the Devil’s 
lie. That which we have today is noth- 
ing but the revival of the heresies of the 
Christian age. Modernism is primarily, 
and in its worst form, the worship or 
deification of man. It is the persistent lie 
which Satan spoke to Eve when he said, 
‘Ye shall be as gods.’ The aim of Mod- 
ernists is to reduce our Lord Jesus to 
the level of an ordinary human being. 
That. is undoubtedly why Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick preached in 1931 on 
‘The Peril of Worshiping Jesus.’ But we 
are sure that Modernism is to fail, for 
God has told us that he has highly ex- 
alted our Lord Jesus and ‘given him 


the name which is above every name: 
that at the name’ of Jesus every knee 
should bow . . . and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.’” 

Concerning our attitude in this diffi- 
cult and confused time Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith had this to say: 

“There are two things to do about it. 
Hold fast to the truth. Hear what God 
said of our beloved Lord, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him.’ Let us keep our mind on 
this precious Book. Secondly, in the 
name of God let us train our young boys 
and girls to reverence the name of Jesus 
Christ, and see that they are born again, 
know what they believe, establish them 
in the truth so that they will not be 
blown about by-every wind. May we, 
ordained to the ministry, keep that 
which is committed unto us, and may 
we hold forth the Word of Life that 
some may believe before the Lord be 
back again.” 

A stern but. illuminating warning to 
the unsaved of all nations was part of 
the testimony of the Conference. Pro- 
phetic teaching is essentially an evan- 
gelistic message when it is properly 
given, for it keeps the Gospel of Christ 
in the foreground. It would have been a 
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good service to mankind if many of our 
statesmen could have heard some of the 
messages that dealt with certain inter- 
national conditions which indicate ful- ¢ 
fillment of God’s Word. In messages 
that revealed a vast amount of research 
Dr. L. Sale-Harrison drew attention to 
the forces at work in the world which 
are changing the alignment of nations. 
Regarding Christian action in the situa- 
tion, he gave the following warning: 

“I wish to state this, that you do not 
find today in the movements of the 
nations any way by which men can 
criticize the prophetic Word, for all the 
movements of today are trending toward 
the great ultimatum which God reveals 
in his Word. It is not a message of 
despair, it is a glorious hope. We keep 
our minds on what is going on in the 
earth, but we must not forget that we 
are heavenly people. Never mention 
future dates. God does not allow it. 
He will give dates later on, not now. 
We must not supply details and dates 
under any consideration in connection 
with movements and nations when God 
does not deal with the details. We know 
facts, that is quite enough. We must 
take the limit of our belief just where 
God stops.” 

The practical application of the truth 
unfolded was not neglected. There was 
a constant appeal for ethical and spir- 
itual living in view of the imminence 
of the coming again of our Lord Jesus. 
For instance, the Rev. Vance Havner, of 
Charleston, S. C., in his message on 
“The Modern Message of Amos” de- 
clared: 

“What shall we do? Amos gave us 
the only remedy in chapter four, verse 
twelve: ‘Prepare to meet thy God.’ In 
other days that was a much used text, 
but today God is not regarded as a 
person, hell is a byword, Heaven is a 
joke, and the judgment day a supersti- 
tion. Men-no longer believe they are 
hastening on to the great accounting, but 
for all that we are passing away to 
the great judgment day. There is a 
Judge, a judgment, and a standard of 
righteousness that must be met. But, 
thank God, it has been met in Jesus 
Christ, who was made sin for us that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. To receive him into the 
heart by simple faith is to prepare to 
meet God, for clad in his righteousness 
alone are we faultless to stand before 
the throne.” 

A great audience assembled to hear 
Dr. Gaebelein. It was good to see this 
veteran of the Christian conflict, and 
to hear his ringing testimony. Although 
the years are now many in which he 
has served our Lord, yet his vision and 
vigor were strongly in evidence. Here 
is part of his message: 

“The eternal purposes of God center 
in one Man. The hope of man is that 
one Man. The hope of the world is not 
science, not democracy, but one Man.” 
His theme was the work that Jesus 
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Christ came to do and finished — and the 
work which he came to do and which 
is not yet finished. 

It was a pertinent question which Dr. 
Gaebelein asked: “Is Christ sent of God 
to produce a new civilization, a new cul- 
ture, a new eeonomic system, and the 
like? No! He comes to redeem man, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self, which is the foundation work of 
all that God can do for man. As Christ 
hung on the cross he manifested God’s 
character as he is not manifested any- 
where else. When Christ cried, ‘It is 
finished,’ it was a shout of victory.” 

Dr. Gaebelein said that it is no use 
wasting our efforts in building up’ a 
kingdorn on the earth in this age, for 
there is no kingdom here to build up. 
The Scriptures do not teach that it is 
ushered in through the process of a 
gradual growth, but the kingdom comes 
in a great overturning of the kingdoms 
of man. Our Lord has still to finish his 
work with the nations. He must end 
the sinfulness of mankind. He must 
finish his work with the regeneration 
of the human body. He must put an 
end to the religious confusion which is 
seducing mankind with doctrines of de- 
mons and forms of error and idolatry. 
In the millennium Christ will finish 
his work with regard to groaning crea- 
tion. Steadily God is moving forward 
to the ultimate end, when the old earth 
shall pass away and all things become 
new. 

In a moving conclusion, the faithful 
preacher asked what was our relation 
to the finished work of Christ, whether 
or not we had availed ourselves of the 
work which Christ had finished when he 
died on the cross. If we had not, then 
we were not prepared to go along with 
Christ to the ultimate victory, and the 
reign of triumph throughout the endless 
ages yet to be. 

The International Prophetic Confer- 
ence was a sane and wise effort to 
call people back to the Bible for the 
guidance of their faith and living. A 
deep, constant devotion to our Saviour 
made the Christian fellowship real. 
There was a crescendo of emphasis upon 
the sovereign claims of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To him as the present Saviour 
of our souls, as the Lord of our lives, 
and as the King of the glorious Kingdom 
which is yet to be, all the meetings bore 
testimony. Why the Christian Church 
in general does not concern itself with 
more. of this kind of witness is aston- 
ishing. There is no truth or prayer so 
near to holiness as the one that rises 
Heavenward when we utter the words, 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


“I look upon all the world as my 
parish; thus far I mean, that in whatever 
part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and 
my bounden duty, to declare unto all that 
are willing to hear, the glad tidings of 
salvation.—John Wesley, Journal, 1739. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mather 




















1 Shall See My Pilot 

HERE is a certain little maid very 

dear to me whose progress I have 
been watching in minute detail for all 
her thirty months. Suddenly of late she 
has launched out' into the marvelous 
realm of make-believe, very real to her, 
where she must walk quite alone. The 
rest of us can only pretend to follow. 
There comes and goes an unseen play- 
mate who occasions joy or dismay ac- 
cording as she appears or withdraws. 
When I heard that this stage had been 
reached I was conscious of a wave of 
something closely’ akin tv sadness, a 
feeling that her parents can neither share 
nor understand. To them it is only a 
fascinating stage in her development. 

They have not learned, as I have 

learned, that a little life that once lay 
hidden beneath your heart and for long 
months thereafter rested wholly in your 
hands like a bit.of plastic clay suddenly 
becomes a strange, individual ego, al- 
ways thenceforth to be, at least in some 
chambers of its being, shut away per- 
force from every other human being, a 
lonely voyager on a vast ocean, possibly 
some day to slip over the horizon quite 
beyond one’s ken. .They did not watch, 
as. I watched, another little maid who 
used sometimes in the dark to reach a 
tiny hand’ through the side of her crib, 
groping for mine and saying, ‘“Ho’ 
hanny !” They did not see her growing 
up into a lovely young girl with certain 
sacred reserves of mind and heart one 
felt bound to respect, then one day laid 
suddenly upon a bed of pain which was 
soon to become delirium where one 
could still in some measure allay her 
fears by holding her hand, but finally 
slipping out alone into the vast Un- 
known. “Carried by the angels?” Yes, 
thank God. But for the heartbroken 
watchers the long, unbroken, unfathom- 
able silence. 
‘I think most of us who really think 
come at times to realize that no matter 
how we are surrounded by understand- 
ing love, life is still more or less of a 
solo flight. God has graciously given 
us sweet, intimate companionships, but 
always with limitations. I believe he 
meant it to be so, for only so can he 
himself be all in all to us. And the 
more we seek his “beautiful sweet will,” 
the more shall we be able to say with 
his Son, “The Father hath not left me 
alone” (John 8:29); “I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30). 

I am so unuiterably glad, that God 
knows all about me, that the’ innermost 
sanctuary of my heart is open to the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Iam greatly troubled sometimes to think 
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that I am probably not so good as some 
casual acquaintances believe me to be. 
Obviously one can’t go about the world 
proclaiming one’s shortcomings for fear 
of being a hypocrite. Thank God, then, 
he knoweth my downsitting and mine 
uprising and is acquainted with all my 
ways, even. those sometimes devious lines 
of reasoning by which I may yet, through 
his grace, come out upon the right track. 
He knows, who alone can mend and heal. 
With all my heart I say with the psalm- 
ist, Search me, try me, turn full upon 
me thy revealing, transforming flood- 
lights. Some day I shall be like the 
blessed Son of thy love, for I shall see 
Him as He is and never be lonely again. 


On the Christian Front in France 
By Ernest Gordon 


ADAME BLOCHER, the gifted 
M pastor of the Tabernacle Church 

on the Montmartre, Paris, writes 
of the situation behind the lines 
and its effect on Christian testimony. 
“We need more than ever the prayerful 
interest of our American, friends. My 
old father, Dr. Saillens, is in his 85th 


year. He was a soldier in 1870; his sons 
in 1914; his grandsons in 1939. It is ap- , 
palling to think that every generation ' 


has to fight for independence. 


“Mobilization means that every male | 


from twenty to fifty, except the physi- 
cally unfit, has to go. My four sons are 
gone, and nearly all our workers. Our 
women everywhere take the place of 
absent husbands and manage to keep 
things going. All our harvests are in 
and fruits gathered. 

“Just to give an idea of what mobiliza- 
tion means for us. I wanted to see a 
doctor and a dentist. My doctor is in 
the army, the dentist in the country 
with his little ones. I have just phoned 
to two others, both women. They, too, 
are gone from Paris, being more useful 
in hospitals. 

“Half the Paris shops are closed with 
the inscription, ‘Closed because of mobil- 
ization.’ This spells ruin for many. But 
we know it is either this or slavery. 
Pray that the deep trial through which 
our nation is passing may help the 
spreading of God’s Word. 

“Hitler’s alliance with Russia has 
meant for us a wonderful clean-up of 
the country. All Communists are under 
ban. Hundreds of Communists county 
councils have been dissolved.. Many.are 
realizing that unbelief and atheism have 
led the world to catastrophe. They lis- 
ten better to the Word. My son Philippe 
has been hearing lectures of Dr. J. Sau- 
rat, Director of the French Institute and 
Professor in Lille and Paris, a man of 
great knowledge and erstwhile mate- 
rialist. He concluded with these words: 
‘Our civilization is based on Christianity 
and cannot live without its teachings. 


A world built on the foundation of self- 
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interest will destroy itself. The only 
thing we can do is to go back to the 
principles of the Gospel. If not, we are 
lost.’ 

“He spoke in the clearest fashion of 
sin as the cause of what is happening in 
the world. 

“Our bookshop continues active in 
sending out Bibles, Testaments, and 


“tracts, but the evacuation of Paris has 


deprived us of more than half our mem- 
bership and mobilization has depleted 
it still further. But to our great joy 
our evacués and soldier members are 
working for the Master where he has 
sent them, scattering the seed and 
strengthening the Church of God. We 
pray that lack of funds may not paralyze 
our work or prevent us from continuing 
with the mission on the Ivory Coast. 
Our Sunday congregations are most en- 
couraging and the Sunday school con- 
tinues, though with fewer children. Be- 
cause of the blackout our evening 
services are necessarily suspended for 
the present. We are expecting a fierce 
war, but what shall we fear if, as chil- 
dren of God, we are wnere he needs us? 
We appeal for the prayers of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TrmMEs readers in behalf of 
our work and our beloved France. 
“Yours in His glorious service, 
“MADELEINE BLOCHER.” 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Paul called to be an apostle ... 
_to them that are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints (1 €or. 1: 
1, 2). 


6¢¢* ALLED to be an apostle . . . called 

to be saints.” Paul is the lawyer, 
the saints his witnesses by whom he 
proves his case. Paul is the “salesman” 
of Christian truth; the saints are his 
samples, 

The word “called” occurs in verse 8, 
disguised under the translation “blame- 
less.” It is anengkletows, “not called 
up” in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that is, not called up to the judgment 
bar for sentence. No, not “called up,” 
but verse 9, “called into” — into the com- 
panionship of his Son Jesus Christ. It 
is Paul’s version of: “Depart from Me,” 
“Come ye blessed.” 


So that the children of Israel could 
not stedfastly behold the face of 
Moses for the glory of his counte- 
nance (2 Cor. 3:7). 


HE verb translated “stedfastly be- 
hold” is atenizo, from atenes, “intent.” 
It is found also in Luke 4:20, 22: “And 
the eyes of all them .. . steadfastly be- 
held him . . . and were taken with ad- 
miring wonder at the gracious words.” 
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Men could not face the glory of the law, 


“but were drawn to the tender light of 


the Saviour’s face. So when-he came 
down from the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion (Mark 9:15), “straightway all the 
people, when they beheld him, were 
greatly amazed, and running to him [not 
scurrying from him !] saluted him.” The 
transfiguration glory was on his face 
and it attracted, not repelled, as the 
more terrible light of Mt. Sinai. 


Brethren, let every man, wherein 
he is called, therein abide with God 
(1 Cor. 7:24). 


HE literal translation is “alongside 
of God,” para. That is, with God 
as his fellow workman. What an eleva- 
tion this gives to every calling! God at 
the next bench; God by the kitchen sink. 


Watch Night 


A Great Opportunity to 
Pray Unitedly for Revival 


‘“ ATCH Night,” the last night of 

the old year, is so, called because 
of the blessed, time-proven custom of 
“watching and praying” the old year 
out and the new year in. It has ever 
been a period of deep spiritual blessing, 
and prayer for Revival. Evangelistic ad- 
vance of the Church from Wesley’s time 
to ours has frequently dated from bless- 
ing received at Watch Night meetings. 
The historic Fetter Lane Chapel service 
(1740) which ushered in the “Great 
Awakening” under the Wesleys and 
Whitfield, and the launching of the world- 
wide evangelistic crusade of R. A. Tor- 
rey illustrate the blessing God has given 
in the past. He will give it again if 
his people will come together for “prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving,” 
“agreed” in the Lord for revival in the 
Church, and seeing “no man, save Jesus 
only.” 

In all the history of the Church, the 
need of prayer for spiritual awakening 
has never been greater than now. Watch 
Night is your opportunity to help meet 
this reed, and to contribute in a definite 
way toward local, national, and .world- 
wide revival. This year, Watch Night 
fails on a Sunday, and it will be easier 
to assemble the congregations for united 
prayer. You, your neighors, and your 
church cannot afford to miss the bless- 
ing which will come through such a 
gathering. 

Revival was needed in 1857... It was 
given in answer to prayer. It is needed 
in 1940, and the way in which it will 
come is still the same. .The following 
excerpt from “Prevailing Prayer” 
(Wigle) tells how revival blessed the 
Church then. May its timely message 
bring fresh inspiration to us now. 


In 1857, a city missionary in New York, 
bending low. before God in: prayer for the 
perishing souls about him, pleadingly cried: 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 


* AT 


He daily reiterated the cry. His earnest- 
ness became intense. His faith took hold 
of the promises, and he rose to the expec- 
tation that hundreds and thousands would 
be converted to God. He had no idea how 
this would be brought about. He resolved 
on a noon-day prayer meeting. On the 
twenty-third of September he was found 
in a room connected with the Fulton Street 
Chapel. He waited half an hour, when one 
person entered; shortly after another came 
in; then three or four others. With these 
six persdns the prayer meeting proceeded 
and ended. 

One week after, in the same place, an- 
other meeting was held, at which twenty- 
four were present. The Holy Ghost was 
present too. It was resolved that a meet- 
ing be held the next day, at which a large 
number were present. This was the begin- 
ning of the Fulton Street daily Noon-day 
Prayer Meeting. The room soon became too 
small, and they moved into the middle lec- 
ture room. God moved upon the people, 
and soon the cry of the penitent was heard. 
The fire spread. Mer felt impelled to pray, 
as by an irresistible impulse. Christians, 
without respect to denominational distinc- 
tions, rushed into and filled all places 
opened for prayer. 

The union of Christians, engaged so in- 
tensely in intercessory prayer, struck the 
world with amazement. It was felt that 
this was prayer indeed. A love for souls 
sprang up. Sinners felt that it was awful 
to trifle in the place of prayer. It was felt 
that Christians obtained positive and direct 
answers to their prayers, and when they 
united to pray for any particular person 
that person was sure to be converted. The 
spirit of prayer increased, and in the fifth 
month from the beginning, prayer meetings 
were held in churches, theaters, court 
rooms, public halls, workshops, and tents, 
where crowds attended and filled the places. 
The interest rapidly spread to other cities 
— Boston, Baltimore, Washington, Rich- 
mond, etc.,— until the whole land received 
the rain. The most hopeless and forbidding 
were brought under its mighty power and 
saved. 


Do we not need such a movement as 
this in our day? Let the people pray 
again, and God will work again in power. 
His ear is alert to hear the first faint 
ery of his awakening Church. “Call upon 
me, and I will answer thee.” Make 
Watch Night, and the week of prayer 
following, a period of united, effectual 
intercession. ’ 

“What can I do?” First of all, PRAY! 
Then ask others to pray. Speak to your 
pastor on the subject. If you are a pas- 
tor, get the matter on the consciences 
of your people. If you are an editor, 
make an appeal through your paper to 
your readers. You can do something. 
If need be, open your own home for a 
meeting. Begin today. Pray — keep 
praying—and God will show you the 
rest. 

Saviour, visit thy plantation; 

Send, O send, a gracious rain; 

All will come to desolation 

Unless thou dost bless again. 
Break the Tempter’s fatal power; 
Turn the ‘stony hearts to flesh; 


And begin this very hour, 
To revive thy work afresh. 


—John Newton. 


Begin the New Year praying for re- 
vival. “Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain” (Rev. 3:2).—Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 N. 
LaSalle St., Chicago. 
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LESSON 14. DECEMBER 31. FRIENDS AND FOES OF THE KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 13 : 54 to 16:12; printed text, 13:54 to 14:4; 15: 29-31 
Golden Text.—Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.—John 15:14 








The portion of the text indicated by the Iniernational Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 13:54 to 14:4; 15:29-31 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 13:54 And when he was come into his own country, he 
taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were aston- 
ished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these 
mighty works? 

55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother’ called 
Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then 
hath this man all these things? 

57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, 
A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and 
in his own house. 

58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. 

14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, 

2 And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is 
risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth 
themselves in him. ; 

3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him 
in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife. 

4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her. 

15:29 And, Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the 
sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there. 

30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them 
those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, 
and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them: 

31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the 
dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and 
the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 13:54 And coming into his own country he taught them 
in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and 
said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these ‘mighty 
works? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother 
called Mary? and his brethren, * James, and Joseph, and Simon, 
and Judas? 56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence 
then hath this man all these things? 57 And they were * offended 
in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own country, and in his own house. 58 And 
he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

14:1 At that season Herod the tetrarch heard the report con- 
cerning Jesus, 2 and said unto his servants, This is John the 
Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore do these powers 
work in him. 3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound 
him, and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife. 4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee 
to have her. 


15: 29 And Jesus departed thence, and came nigh unto the sea 
of Galilee; and he went up into the mountain, and sat there. 
30 And there came unto him great multitudes, having with them 
the lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and they cast 
them down at his feet; and he healed them: 31 insomuch that 
the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb speaking, the 
maimed whole, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing: and 
they glorified the God of Israel. 


1Gr., powers. *Or, Jacob. *Gr., caused to stumble. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the’ Lesson 


HE passages selected for our con- 
“T ‘siseration in the present lesson are 
designed to set forth the different 
attitudes of various individuals and 
groups of people toward the claims of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the Kingdom 
he announced. There was a remnant 
whose hearts were opened to the truth 
and who gladly received our Lord as 
the promised Messiah. But it was dif- 
ficult for many to see in this quiet, 
lowly man of Nazareth that which an- 
swered to their expectations of a great 
world ruler who would deliver the Jew- 
ish nation from the Roman yoke and 
make them again a great people, such 
as they were in the days of David and 
Solomon. Their conceptions of the 
Kingdom were utterly carnal because 
they were merely natural men who 
knew nothing of spiritual realities. Con- 
sequently they failed to realize that ere 
the prophecies of a restored Israel would 
be fulfilled there must be repentance 
on the part of the nation and a definite 
return to.God individually and collec- 
tively. 
Hero-, who was somewhat interested 


at first in John the Baptist and his proc- 
lamation of the nearness of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, became indignant when his 
own vices were denounced by the fear- 
less desert preacher, and so sought to 
silence him by shutting him up in prison 
and eventually by an act of judicial 
murder. When he heard of the fame of 
Jesus, his uneasy conscience suggested 
that he must be John resurrected from 
the dead, but there was no sign of self- 
judgment or confession of his horrid 
iniquity. Jesus continued his wondrous 
ministry and everywhere his Messiah- 
ship was attested by marvelous signs, 
which must have convinced any honest 
seeker after the truth that he was all 
he professed to be. But the religious 
leaders stood coldly aloof or came out 
in positive opposition bccause of their 
unwillingness to humble themselves be- 
fore God. It was the “poor of the flock” 
(Zech. 11:11) who heard Jesus with 
gladness and were blessed by his gra- 
cious ministrations. These glorified the 
God of Israel for sending his Anointed 
One into their midst. 


The Historical Setting 


After two and a half years of patient, 
loving service on behalf of the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, the days of the 
testimony of Jesus were rapidly coming 
to a close. There was ever-increasing 


rejection on the part of those who 
should have been leaders in the way of 
righteousness. The summer of A. D: 29 
was probably the time of these events. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 13:54—“Whence . . . this wis- 
dom, and these mighty works?” Even in 
his own country, that is, as Luke shows 
us, in the city of Nazareth (Luke 4: 
16-24), there were few who responded 
to the message of the Kingdom. They 
heard his teaching and saw his miracles 
with amazement, but failed to recog- 
nize him as the Messiah. 


Verse 55.—“Is not this the carpenter’s 
son?” The answer is, No. He was the 
eternal Son of God, born of a virgin, 
but brought up under the fostering care 
of Joseph, from whom he learned the 
trade of the carpenter. 

Verse 56.—“Whence then hath this 
man all these things?” They were 
frankly puzzled. Jesus was so different 
from others of his townspeople. His wis- 
dom and power were inexplicable from 
a human standpoint. Without scholastic 
training, he was more profound than the 
scribes. 

Verse 57.—“‘They were offended in 
him.” That is, they were stumbled by 
his lowliness and took offence when he 
intimated that their very familiarity 
with him in past days, when they knew 

















939 





—H) 


them 

and 
gshty 
ther 
mon, 
ence 
aded 
hout 
And 
lief. 
con- 

the 
wers 
und 
ther 
thee 


sea 
ere. 
hem 
cast 
that 

the 
and 


orm 














Lesson ‘for December 31 


him as a simple artisan, blinded their 
eyes to the fact that he was God’s 
mouthpiece. 


Verse 58.—‘Because of their unbelief.” 
Even God himself is straitened by man’s 
unbelief. He who does for faith “ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think” (Eph. 3:20) may be hin- 
dered in his working by stony-hearted 
opposition and unbelief. 

Chap. 14:1.—“Herod the tetrarch heard 
of the fame of Jesus.” This Herod was 
as corrupt as any of his ancestors—a 
monster of iniquity living in unblushing 


‘adultery with one who was lawfully the 


wife of his own brother. To the ears 
of this vile and licentious ruler came 
tidings of the wonder-working power of 
Jesus, filling him with terror. 


Verse 2.—“This is John the Baptist; he 
is risen from the dead.” Superstitious, 
as most immoral monsters are, Herod 
was sure that the stern, desert preacher, 
whom he had delivered over to an un- 
deserved death, must have come back 
from the grave. 


Verse 3.—“Put him in prison for He- 
rodias’ sake.” A wicked woman was 
the direct cause of the death of John. 
Her hatred of the man who dared to 
condemn openly the grossness of her sins 
could only be satisfied with the execu- 
tion of her accuser. 


Verse 4.—“It is not lawful for thee to 
have her.” It took courage indeed for 
John thus to point out Herod’s wicked- 
ness. Like another, Nathan (2 Sam. 12: 
7), he drove home the king’s guilt, but 
in so doing he forfeited his life, for 
Herod, unlike David, refused to repent 
of his iniquity. 


Chap. 15:29.—“Jesus ... went*up into 
a mountain, and sat down there.” Hav- 
ing completed a circuit from Capernaum 
through the northern part of Galilee and 
Iturea (which was the tetrarchy of 
Philip, the husband of Herodias), Jesus 
returned to the region of the Sea of 
Galilee, and ascended a mountain with 
his disciples. 


Verse 30.—‘Great multitudes came 
unto him.” As soon as they knew he 
Was once more in their vicinity, crowds 
of people thronged the roads and as- 
cended the mount on which he sat, 
bringing with them their sick and 
maimed friends. He met them all in 
grace and healed every one, thus dem- 
onstrating again his Messianic author- 
ity (Isa. 35:4-6). 


Verse 31—“They glorified the God 
of Israel.” “As ‘these country folk saw 
their friends and relatives delivered 
from dumbness, lameness, blindness, and 
various diseases, they were convinced 
in their own hearts that God had visited 
his people and they glorified him as 
they recognized in these mighty works 
the credentials of him who was to be 
the Deliverer of dsrael. 
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Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of International Uniform 


Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


14. December 31.—Friends and Foes of 

the Kingdom ... Matthew 13:54 to 16:12 
First Quarter, 1940 — 

1. (15) January 7.—The Christian’s Con- 
fession of Faith ....... Matthew 16:13-28 

2. (16) January 14.—The Problem of 
Forgiveness ...... Matthew 18:15 to 19:30 

3. (17) January 21.—A New Standard of 
Do” pa Ne egg ara, NLA oy Matthew 20 

4. (18) January 28.—Jesus Dramatically 
Proclaims His Messiahship. 
: Matthew 21:1-16 

5. (19) February 4.—Holding Life Sacred. 

(A Principle of Temperate Living). 

Genesis 1:27-31; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 6:16 to 7:1 

6. (20) February 11.—The Perils of Re- 
jecting Christ ....Matthew 21:17 to 22:14 

7. (21) February 18.—Good Citizens and 
Good Neighbors ... Matthew 22:15 to 23:39 

8 (22) February 25.—Stewards in the 
pc ee eee Matthew 24 and 25 








The Heart of the Lesson 


The one great truth that these chap- 
ters in the life of our Lord demonstrate 


clearly is that unbelief on the one hand, 


or faith on the other, are not dependent 
on. intellectual difficulties or logical ar- 
guments. The secret of both is the state 
of the conscience. Where one is deter- 
mined to go contrary to what he knows 
to be right, he will continue in unbelief 
and refuse to submit to the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. When one 
repents of his sins and honestly seeks 
deliverance from them, he will have no 
difficulty in believing the record God has 
given of his Son: (1 John 5:11). It may 
safely be said, without fear of success- 
ful contradiction, that if one professes 
to have intellectual difficulties about be- 
lieving the Bible, it is because he is 
living in some sin which the Bible con- 
demns, from which he does not wish to 
be delivered, but in which he is deter- 
mined to continue. Unjudged sin is re- 
sponsible for lack of faith in the testi- 
mony of God. 


A Lesson Outline 

HINDRANCES TO FAITH 
Worldliness (Matt. 13:22) 
Impurity (Eph. 4:18, 19) 
Dishonesty (John 3:20) 
Self-righteousness (Rom, 10:3) 
Pride (1 Tim. 6:4) 
Disobedience (John 7:17) 
Indifference (Acts 18:17, last clause) 
Covetousness (Acts 8:20-23) 
Hypocrisy (Matt. 15:7, 8) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Carpenter’s Son.. Legally, Jesus 
was the son of Joseph, as he was born 
of the virgin Mary after Joseph had 
given her the protection of his home and 
name as her husband but before he 
entered actually into marital relations 
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with her (Matt. 1:25). In reality he was 
the Son of God as to his humanity just 
as truly as to his deity; for, as man born 
of a human. mother he had no earthly 
father (Luke 1:35). 


Herod and Herodias. The incestuous 
relations of these two godless rulers had 
become a public scandal, It needed a 
man with the boldness of John the Bap- 
tist to say, “It is not lawful for thee to 
have her.” He was martyred because of 
his faithfulness, but his reward is sure. 
Herod went from bad to worse until 
he died in his sins, a wretched victim 
of his own vices. Herodias, vain, will- 
ful and unclean, died as she had lived, 
unrepentant and wicked to the last. They 
stand out as warnings to all who would 
tampet with impurity. After John’s 
death, Jesus did not travel about in 
Herod’s tetrarchy, but remained in that 
of Philip. 


Applications and Summaries 


It was the people who felt their need 
and longed for deliverance from sin and 
its effects who received with joy the 
Gospel of the Kingdom as proclaimed by 
Jesus. Have we seen our need of him 
and received his present message of 
grace in faith? 

Sin blinds the eyes to the beauty of 
Jesus and deafens the ears to the truth 
of his message. It is only the repent- 
ant soul who is able to see and hear 
aright. Have we confessed our sins and 
found his pardoning grace? 


All the wonderful works wrought by 
the Lord when on earth failed to win 
the confidence of the self-righteous re- 
ligious leaders, because they loved the 
praise of men more than the approval of 
God (John 12:43). Are we more con- 
cerned about what he thinks of us than 
of the good will of poor, sinful creatures 
like ourselves? 


Think of the grace that led the Archi- 
tect of the universe to become an hum- 
ble artisan in his own world! 


Unbelief makes it impossible for God 
to do for us. that which his great heart 
of love is yearning to do. 


There was no room in Herod’s heart 
for Christ because of his unhallowed af- 
fection for Herodias. 


While the disciples were toiling in 
rowing in the midst of the storm of the 
lake, Jesus was praying for them on the 
mountain, as he now intercedes for us 
in Heaven while we are beset by the 
trials of earth (Heb. 7:25). 

To the Pharisees the observance of 
outward religious forms, such as cere- 
monial washings, meant far more than 
that inward cleansing of the heart which 
fits men for fellowship with God. - 

The heart of man is like a den of un- 
clean ahd hateful beasts, which only 
Jesus can drive out and thus make that 
heart fit for a divine habitation. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY were his townsmen so amazed at 
Jesus? 

2. What hindered the power of God from 
going forth in Nazareth? 

3. Why was it not lawful for Herod to 
have Herodias? 

4. Why did Jesus denounce the religious 
leaders of his day? 

5. What were the miracles of Jesus de- 
signed to prove? 

6. What is meant by “they glorified the 
God of Israel’? 

7. What Scripture concerning the Messiah 
was fulfilled in the two occasions when he 
fed the multitudes? 

8. What is meant by the “signs of the 
times’’? 

9. What is the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees? ‘ 

10. How did these two sects differ? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 922 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for. the best one each week. But readers are 
éd not to send anything without first secur- 

irig and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the 1 ext indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 








In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit six the tetal for any one lesson. 


Testifying Without Words.—Those that 
were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, ... 
and cast them down at Jesus’ feet (Matt. 
15:30). In a mission station there was a 
convert who could hear and read, but not 
speak. He was proposed for baptism, 
but the pastor and brethren hesitated, 
feeling it impossible to gain from his 
speechless lips adequate proof that he 
was sincere and ready for church mem- 
bership. He was brought before the 
church, however, and asked this ques- 
tion: “What is the ground of your be- 
lief that there is salvation for you in 
Christ?” He instantly arose and pro- 
ceeded to answer by signs. He put his 
hands on his breast with a gesture of 
loathing, then stepped forward and 
looked down as into a pit, from which 
he shrank back in terror; drawing near 
again, he seemed to see something just 
beyond; then he made the sign of the 
cross—Jesus was there! Again he 
looked into the pit and smiled, then 
pointed to Heaven with a smile of ec- 
stacy. Jesus had died for his sins, and 
was risen forever to make intercession 
for him.—From the Indian Witness. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. Prize 
illustration. 


The Trouble With the Watch—yYe are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
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mand you (Golden Text). Father Lorry, 
who was hurrying to catch the Dublin 
express, overtook his Bishop, who was 
going. to take the same train. “We’ve 
plenty of time,” said the latter, pulling 
out his watch. “We’ve seven minutes 
yet, so we'll walk along together.” They 
arrived at the depot, however, just in 
time to see the train disappear. “Do 
you know, I had the greatest faith in 
that watch,” said the Bishop. “What is 
faith without good works?” returned 
Father Lorry.—From the Globe and 
Mail, Toronto. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Her Heart Not Crippled.—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you (Golden Text). An old Lancashire 
woman, dreadfully crippled with rheu- 
matism, used to hobble to church on two 
sticks, with the utmost pain and toil. 
“Mrs. X, how do you manage it?” asked 
a friend. “My heart gets there first, 
and my old legs follow on after,” was the 
answer.—From The Sunday _ School 
Times. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Ont., Can. 


Christ Is Lord.—Ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you 
(Golden Text). A Christian worker put 
the words C-H-R-I-S-T I-S L-O-R-D on 
the dial of his watch in the place of the 
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numbers, and whenever he looked at his 
watch, he would say, “Well, Christ is 
Lord, whatever time it is.’—From the 
Intermediate Bible Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. L. Bergquist, Camden, N. J. 


Using Both Verses. — Whatsoever 
‘(Golden Text). “Whatsoever” is one of 
the most precious words in the Bible. 
In using it God gives us, in many pas- 
sages, a sweeping assurance. But the 
word also has challenging obligations. 
Dr. Glover of the China Inland Mission 
called attention to a wonderful promise 
of our Lord to his disciples as he told 
them that they had notschosen him, but 
he had chosen them, “that ‘ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, hé 
may give it you.” But, Dr. Glover re- 
minded his hearers, there is another 
“whatsoever” only two verses earlier, 
and these two “whatsoevers” must be 
taken together. “Ye are my friends,” 
the Lord said, “if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.” We have no right to 
ask God whatsoever we will unless we 
are doing whatsoever he commands. 
When we fulfill the first, he will fulfill 
the second.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Miss B. Steinmann, 


Wellesley, Ont., Can. 
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Lesson for December 31 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Bloody Start.—For Herod had laid 
hold on John, . .. and put him in 
prison (Matt. 14:3). All the world, even 
those who know little or nothing of the 
Scriptures, is familiar with the story of 
the murder of John the Baptist by the 
drunken Herod. The tragic incident has 
had a great appeal for artists, both of 
brush and pen. The painting or story 
is not called “The Death of John,” or 
some such title. It is usually called 
“Salome,” even though the head of the 
bold John on a charger is much in 
evidence, and usually “steals the pic- 
ture.” (Mark 6:27, 28.) 

If there is truth in the saying, “Things 
are worth just what they cost,” Chris- 
tianity is certainly a “pearl of great 
price.” No faker, building up a bogus 
religion, would ever dream of starting 
his religion with a revel and a vindic- 
tive loose woman and a dancing girl 
and a gory head on a charger (waiter 
to you) as striking episodes in the en- 
semble! 

A detective story or a war is expected 
to begin with a killing, as did the Great 
World War. But no inventor of a new 
religion, which is supposed to appeal 
to people, would use a spurious Herod- 
John-Herodias-Salome tragedy to start 
it going. 

No other world, man-made religion 
that I know, started sail upon a sea of 
blood that spread from Bethlehem babes 
to Calvary Cross. Every now and then 
some rejecter of the claim of the Lord 
Jesus says he has no use for “a slaugh- 
terhouse religion,” \referring to the blood 
atonement. 

Well, that is how it started and how 
it ended. And all over the*world the 
Christian church, Protestant and Cath- 
olic, is doing this “in remembrance of 
me” (Luke 22:19). 

Napoleon Bonaparte was never ac- 
cused of being a religionist of any pro- 
nounced sort. Along about 1800 France 
had a New Deal. They adopted a new 
calendar, new days of the week, and 
other new things. Among the rest one 
of the French New Dealers turned up 
with a new and up-to-date (1800) re- 
ligion. It was not taking very well. 

The new religion designer appealed 
to Napoleon for help in introducing it. 
Napoleon replied, “My-dear fellow, just 
go out and get yourself killed for it, 
and perhaps it will then go!” 


What Became of the “Multitudes”’?— 
Great multitudes came unto him, ... 
and he healed them (15:30). I have 
often wondered just how many Jesus 
healed in his three years “going about.” 
Of how many consisted the “great mul- 
titudes” here spoken of? And multitudes 
elsewhere? 

Then I have asked, “What became of 
these multitudes of divinely healed peo- 
ple? These healed ones and their friends 
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could not have been much in evidence 
or the Jewish leaders could not have 
accomplished the killing of Jesus. 

Where were these “multitudes” when 
the first early church was started in Jeru- 
salem? Jesus in his great story of the 
rich man in torment and Lazarus in 
Abraham’s bosom closes with, “Neither 
will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead” (Luke 16:31). 

As a matter of fact, the doubting mind 
is rarely convinced by phenomena of any 
sort. The mind has to ‘be touched by 
the miraculous power from on high 
(Matt. 16:17; 1 Cor. 12:3). 

For example: I ride in my Ford with 
the radio open, and though we change 
position every split second, in whatever 
point cf space we come into there is 
found the talk, music, the song, and the 
words; they are there from everywhere, 
even far-off Africa. 

The pilot in the sky and the miner 
in the earth have it. Yet there are 
those whose minds cannot grasp and 
accept the idea that our God is every- 
where. (Psa. 130:3-10; Acts 17:27, 28.) 

Then there is that mysterious sub- 
stance called radium. A speck of it 
is continually sending off sparks and 
heat even when under a temperature 
of 300 degrees below zero. And it never 
loses heat or power. When the doctor 
puts it on that little pimple he “don’t 
like the looks of,” the suspected pimple 
is bombarded away by what comes from 
that tiny speck of radium. 

Let us thank God for a mind that can 
take things on faith! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we have many times failed to show ourselves 
as friends of thine, and for this we ask thy 
forgiveness. We shrink from the very thought 
of being on the side of thy enemies, and we 
would enter more fully than we ever have 
done into the service which is marked by 
loyal friendship to thee. May we take thee, 
not at the world’s measure, but in the light 
of all that thou hast taught us about thyself. 
May we not be doubting and distant, but 
eagerly accepting thyself, with all thy won- 
derful blessings bestowed upon those who 
come in simple trust to thee. If there be 
any among us today who are still doubting 
thee, still questioning thy love and thy power, 
and still indifferent to thee, may thy grace 
be manifested here today in this very hour 
so clearly that souls shall be born into thy 
Kingdom. Take away any cloud from our 
minds that may interfere between thine 
abounding love and our needy souls. In thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If we were to ask 
the school today to divide itself into two 
groups,—one the friends of Jesus, and 
the other not the friends,—on which 
side would you stand? Yes, most of us 
would stand on the side with his friends, 
but there might be some who would not 
be willing to call themselves friends of 
his just yet. And it is that little phrase 
“just yet,” or “not just yet,” which draws 
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such a hard, cold line between his friends 
and those who are not yet in that group. 
The Golden Text today sets up a fair 
test of friendship. Will you repeat that 
text, please? Yes, “Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 
That word “whatsoever” is a pretty big 
word, but the friend of Jesus will do 
his commands just as soon as his wishes 





ARE YOU 


FRIEND OR FOE 
OF JESUS? 











are known; or if they are not willingly 
done, then can one who is not willing 
fairly be called a friend? There are 
some, and I am afraid very many, in the 
world who are real enemies of Jesus, 
and his Kingdom. How dreadful to al- 
low ourselves to belong with them, with 
all that we know about the Gospel ! What 
I put on the blackboard today may seém 
severe, but how quickly he receives any 
of us who will come to him in simple 
faith, and become a friend of his, and of 
his Kingdom! If you have any doubt 
about where you stand today, will you 
tell him that no longer do you want to 
stand with those who are not his friends? 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘Perfect !’’ 

Discussion: Discover as far as possible 
some of the most nearly perfect creations 
of man’s genius and skill; then note’ how, 
after all, there is something lacking. 

Objective: Linking with the only perfect 
One: Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, to what can you point 

and truly call it “perfect”? Some- 
times in the fall of the year when the 
sky is clear and there is an invigorating 
tang in the air, you may hear one say. 
“This is a perfect day.” Or maybe some 
evening you migh* look out upon what 
may be called “a perfect sunset.” That 
is God’s handiwork and his workmanship 
is perfect until it is marred by man. But 
the work of human hands can rarely, if 
ever, be called perfect. 

A dealer sold me an automobile; he 
persuaded me to buy a different make 
from that I was driving, not only because 
he said it was a better car, but that 
his service department would always 
be ready to take care of any necessary 
repairs. A few weeks later I was sur- 
prised to see in the morning paper an 
announcement that he had given up the 
agency for that car and had taken over 
the agency for another make. I went to 
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see that man. He explained that they 
had discovered a defect in the car, and 
though it was only a slight one it weak- 
ened the sales talk of his men, and he 
did not want to handle a car they could 
not offer with utmost confidence. 

Fellows, no matter how many others 
may be disappointing in one way or an- 
other, Jesus never fails. He is perfect. 
You can trust him with your life, and 
you can offer him confidently and un- 
hesitatingly to others. Whatever he 
does is complete. Jesus never did a 
cheap thing. Never ask him for any- 
thing cheap; he only bestows full and 
complete blessings. 

If you are not a very happy Christian 
it is because you have been limiting 
Jesus in your own mind; you may have 
been asking him for little things when 
he wants to give you from the abundance 
of Heaven. We make the same mistake 
those people did who saw and heard 
him in the synagogue. In amazement 
they said to each other, “Whence hath 
this man this, wisdom, and these mighty 
works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? 
is not his mother called Mary? and his 
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, 
and Judas? And his sisters, are they 
not all with us? Whence then hath this 
man all these things?” (Matt. 13:54-56.) 
And you and I are apt to make the same 
blunder — limiting our Lord to the range 
of mere human ability. 

Look at the record that appears in the 
four chapters of Matthew covered by 
today’s lesson: He fed five thousand with 
a few loaves and fishes; all were filled, 
and there was a lot left over. He walked 
on the sea—on top of the water! He 
caused the wind to cease by the wave 
of a hand, and the sea was calm. In 
another instance “there was a_ great 
calm” (Matt. 8:26). The sea a moment 
before was raging, frightening even 
those seasoned Galilean boatmen; now 
it is smooth as glass, with not a ripple 
of a breeze. That was perfect. That is 
the way Jesus does things. They brought 
multitudes of people to him, suffering 
with all kinds of diseases, “and as many 
as touched [the hem of his garment] 
were made perfectly whole.” Think of 
that, fellows: whole! Not just partially 
cured, but whole. Every function of the 
the physical being made perfectly nor- 
mal—strong and well. No period of 
convalescence, no partial cure, but 
whole, 

What a wonderful Saviour to start the 
new year with! He is one who cannot 
fail; one who is perfect in wisdom and 
perfect in power, and who is ready and 
desiring to place all that wisdom and 
that power into your life, operating 
through you, leading you, blessing you, 
using you, and giving you victory over 
sin. 

Fellows, let’s get right down before 
him now on the threshold of a new year 
and, with the entire surrender of our- 
selves to him, ask him to give us him- 
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self, that we may enter into the year 
A. D. 1940, saying with confidence, 
“Christ liveth in me!” 


TORONTO, OntT., CAN. 


“ 
For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


This is a good lesson to make a story 
hour, with the children telling the stories. 
For visual aid, have several well-known 
pictures of Jesus, such as Jesus in the 
Temple, The Sermon on the Mount, Call- 
ing the First Disciples, and so on. The 
teacher may have to help out on most of 
the stories. 











HIS is the very last Sunday in 1939, 

and we are going to try to remem- 
ber some of the stories about the Lord 
Jesus that we have had, and you are 
going to tell the stories. Last Sunday 
we had the Christmas story: how Jesus 
was born in a manger. 

I wonder who can tell me what. hap- 
pened to him when he was twelve years 
old. He went with his mother and 
Joseph to Jerusalem to the Temple, — 
now who remembers? (If no child can 
tell how he was lost, let the teacher tell 
it briefly.) 

Who can tell the story of one miracle 
Jesus did? 

What did Jesus do to Lazarus? (John 
11.) 

Who remembers about the four men 
who brought a sick man and let him 
down through the roof in front of Jesus 
where he was preaching? (Luke 5.) 

Of course you can tell us about the 
little boy who had five little loaves and 
two fish, and let Jesus have them (John 
6). 

Do you know about a little girl that 
Jesus raised from the dead? (Matt. 9.) 

Who can tell about the wedding where 
Jesus made wine from water? (John 2.) 

‘When did Jesus wash the disciples’ 
feet? (John 13.) 

I know we have all gotten some new 
things out of the stories today. Some 
of you knew most of them, and some of 
you had not heard most of them, so 
you all learned some new stories about 


Jesus today. And the very best way to ' 


remember these stories is to tell them 
to other people. When you go home, tell 
your father and mother some of | them, 
will you? 
Mopesto, CAuir. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 920) 


1, They knew him as an uneducated car- 
penter and so could not understand his wis- 
dom. ; 

2. Unbelief. j) 

3. Because she was the wife of another, 
and God expressly forbade such a marriage. 

4. Because of their formality and hypoc- 
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5. His Messiahship. 


6. They believed the testimony given by 
his Son. 


7. Psalm 132:15. This is prophetic of Mes- 
siah’s reign. 

8. Evidences of the fulfilment of proph- 
ecy. 

9. Self-righteousness and false doctrine. 


10. The Pharisees were orthodox or right 
as to doctrine, but self-righteous. The Sad- 
ducees were heterodox, that is, unsound 
doctrinally, and thoroughly worldly in life. 


% 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of Tue Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for December 31 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To review the facts learned 
- about Christ as King, the nature of the 
Kingdom, and requirements for citizen- 
ship. 

Activity.—Assign the quarter’s lessons 
to different girls who may report on each 
one from the three viewpoints mentioned 
above. See Lesson 1, October 1, 1939, 
with suggestions for chart study (Sunday 
School Times, issue of September 16). 


Memory Verse.—“Oh that men would 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of 

~ men!” (Psa. 107:8.) 











“ THAT men would praise the 

Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men!” Praise him for his creative 
works, for his redemptive works, for 
his power to make us “more than con- 
querors,” and for the promise of a 
heavenly Kingdom where we may live 
eternally with him. 

“Whence hath this man this wisdom, 
and. these mighty -works?” asked the 
astonished Jews as Jesus went about do- 
ing good. Can you answer their query? 


THE WONDERFUL Saviour, HEAvEN’s KING 


(Pass the following titles to the girls 

for review. All references are in Mat- 
thew.) Jesus Christ, the Son of David 
(1:1); Emmanuel (1:23); King of the 
Jews (2:2); a Nazarene (2:23); my be- 
_loved Son (3:17); Son of God (4:3); 
Lord (8:2); Son of man (10:23); “He 
that soweth the good seed” (13:37). 
Some of the titles were incorporated 
into the Gospel, by inspiration, by the 
author, Matthew. Others were given by 
the heavenly Father, the wise men, 
Satan, those who went to Jesus for help, 
and by the Lord Jesus himself. Can 
you name the source of each title? 

Now turn to some of Christ’s mighty 
activities recorded in our lesson for to- 
day (Matt. 13:54 to 16:12). Here we find 
Christ loving (14:14; 15:32); feeding (14: 
19; 15:36); saving (14:31, 32); healing 
(14:36; 15:31); rebuking sinners (15:3; 
16:3); teaching (15:10, 11; 16:8-12). Jesus 
Christ, the King of Israel, had come 
to offer a Kingdom to his chosen people, 
and he was showing them his divinity 
through miracles of love and helpful- 
ness. 

Tue KincboM or HEAVEN 

What was the nature of Christ’s King- 
dom? People had never been happy 
under human systems of government, 
and they were not happy with condi- 
tions when Christ came. Folks needed 
to be saved from worldliness (Gen. 6: 
5), from the errors of their natural-born 
state (Psa. 51:5), and from the conse- 
quences of sin (Rom. 6:23). For this 
reason God sent his Son into the world. 

1. “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” proclaimed Messenger John, and 
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Jesus, the King. Opportunity for sal- 
vation was within reach of the Jews. 

2. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,” 
said the King as he outlined Heaven’s 
Constitution. Can you describe the set- 
up of this God-controlled Kingdom? 
(1) It would be a perfect Kingdom, with 
perfect citizens (5:48). (2) The Law of 
Moses would be superseded by absolute 
righteousness through Christ (5:17). (3) 
Fellowship with God, and fellowship 
with mankind would bé the principles 
to guide conduct (7:7, 12). Yet, such 
conditions could exist only among those 
who had accepted the rule of God in 
their .individual lives (6:10). 

3. The Jews rejected the Lord Jesus 
Christ as King of their hearts. They 
did not believe that this humble car- 
penter from Galilee was their Messiah 
(Matt. 11:19; 13:55). They did not 
want to be “poor in spirit,” or meek, 
merciful, “pure in heart,” or to be “per- 
secuted for righteousness’ sake.” There- 
fore they let the opportunity for salva- 
tion pass by. 

4, Citizenship in the Kingdom was 
then extended to “whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father” (Matt. 12:50). 

5. “Mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven” were unfolded to the disciples* 
(Matt. 13). How can you tell whether 
your companions are Christians or not? 
You cannot tell. Only God is able to 
judge. Yet “every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit” (Matt. 7:17). 
Are you bearing fruit for him? “Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit” (John 15:8a). 

CITIZENSHIP IN THE KINGDOM 

Who were included? All nationalities 
(Matt. 10:6, 7; 11:28; 12:15-21). All ages 
(Matt. 18:3, 4). Who were excluded? 
(Matt. 7:21.) 

Specific qualifications for citizenship: 
1. To become a citizen one must repent 
(Matt. 4:17). 2. The applicant for citi- 
zenship must believe what God has to 
say (Matt. 13:16). 3. One must surren- 
der self and let the Lord have his own 
way (Matt. 11:28). 4. Heavenly citi- 
zenship means relationship to the King, 
and this relationship calls for obedience 

(Matt. 12:50). 


FRIENDS AND FOES OF THE KINGDOM 


What is a foe? Who were the out- 
standing foes of the Lord Jesus? Here 
are several: Herod (Matt. 14:1, 2); 
Christ’s family (Matt. 13:54, 55; John 
7:5); Pharisees and scribes (Matt. 15:1, 
2; 16:1). Members of the Lord’s family 
later believed (Acts 1:14). 

“Beware of your spiritual foes!” 
warned our Guide (Matt. 16:6, 12). Who 
are spiritual foes today? Many church 
leaders, strange as it may seem, are foes 
to God’s Kingdom (1 John 4:1-3). Edu- 
cational leaders often are spiritual ene- 
mies (Col, 2:8). Even friends and rela- 
tives may seek to draw us away from 
Christ (Matt. 10:35, 36). 
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Who were Christ’s friends? Have you 
ever realized that most of Christ’s fol- 
lowers were merely “fair. weather 
friends,” accepting him while he was vis- 
ibly ministering to their material needs; 
doubting him when crises arose? (Matt. 
14:31; 16:9, 10.) In John 15:14-17 the 
Lord gave conditions for friendship with 
him. What were the conditions? 

“Who goes there, a friend or foe of 
Christ?” asks the world as you pass by. 
Perhaps you have declared in the tes- 
timony meeting that you are a friend 
of Jesus, but is your everyday life con- 
sistent? Girls, let us live to “praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his won- 
derful works” to you and me and all 
whom we may touch for him. 

Next week we shall find further reason 
to praise him as did Peter, and later 
John. Learn 1 John 5:5. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 7. What It Means to Trust in Christ 
for Strength. Psa. 2:12; 2 Tim. 2:1-7. 
Sunday, December 31 


How Have We Used the Year? 
(Matt. 25:31-46) 





Mon.—Walking. in the way of wisdom 
(Prov. 3:13-24). 
Tues.—Following in footsteps 
(Heb. 11:32-40). 
Wed.—Growing in grace and goodness 

(Eph. 4:11-16). 
Thurs.—Living the life of love (Rom. 13: 


of faith 


8-14). 
Fri.—Pursuing profitable practices (1 
Pet. 4:7-11). 3 
Sat.—Serving the Saviour sincerely (Col. 
3:23, 24). 











OST business houses, at the close of 
the year, take inventory or account 
of stock. It will be profitable, in this 
last of our young people’s prayer meet- 
ings for 1939, if we, too, take inventory. 
The Lord Jesus did this, you ‘will re- 


’ member, just before he left his disciples 


to go to the cross. The seventeenth chap- 
ter of John gives us his marvelous sum- 
ming up of his life, the theme of which 
is, “I have finished the work thou gavest 
me to do” (John 17:4). 

It is not possible always to take defi- 
nite reckoning in spiritual things, but 
we can, by the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit, know whether or not our lives 
during the past year have been pleas- 
ing to God. Have we grown in grace 
and in Christian usefulness? (Eph. 4: 
11-16.) Are we conscious of growth in 
stature toward that perfect pattern set 
us by the Lord Jesus? Or are we still 
children in the Christian faith, able only 
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to bear the milk of the Word and not 
ready yet for the strong meat? (Eph. 
4:18; Heb. 5:12.) 

+ 4 


What of our prayer life in 1939? Have 
we been successful in giving time daily, 
or even more than once a day, for un- 
hurried fellowship with our heavenly 
Father? Or has this year been a repe- 
tition of other years, where hastily 
snatched prayer time, or perhaps long 
periods when prayer time has been com- 
pletely crowded out, and has robbed our 
lives of nourishment and strength? 

$e 

What of Bible study? Do we know 
and love God’s Word better, as 1939 
closes, than we did when it began? Let 
us not measure this by facts about God’s 
Word that we may have accumulated, 
or any ability to give a synopsis or out- 
line of certain books, but by a deep 
heart knowledge of lessons learned, as 
God’s Word has become real in our 
lives, through reading and meditation 
and application. 

4 


What about our Christian service in 
1939? Has it been spontaneous and joy- 
ous and fruitful, or are we conscious 
that there has been a strain and strife 
in it, and sometimes it has been ren- 
dered grudgingly or because we were 
mindful of what others might think, 
rather than concerned with pleasing our 
heavenly Father? 

b 4 


What about persons won for the Lord 
Jésus? Have ‘there been many or few? 
It is, of course, not*always possible to 
know just what has been the result of 
one’s words, but we can know whether 
or not we have asked our heavenly 
Father to.open our eyes to opportuni- 
ties and to open our mouths and fill 
them with the words that he would 
have us speak for him. Have we al- 
ways been obedient when he has told 
us to speak, or have we:held back in 
fear and timidity? 

b 

But ‘while, as we take invéntory. of 
last year, we may be far from pleased 
with the result, and honestly ashamed 
before our heavenly Father because we 
have failed him so many times, never- 
theless it should also be a time of 
pressing forward to new heights. Paul 
Was never one to excuse or belittle 
his failures. Yet he learned the prin- 
ciple of forgetting the things that were 
behind and pressing forward to: the 
goal that Christ has set for him (Phil. 
3:14). This, too, should be the stimulat- 
ing result of our inventory for 1939. 
There is not time to sit down and wail 
or bemoan the past. Let us turn to 
God in confession of our failures, and 
ask him to undertake for us and to 
strengthen’ us, so that the year that 
is ahead may be a larger and better 
one, and one.in which he can say to 
us, “Well done, thou good and faithful 
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servant.” Let us take for our motto for 

1940, “I can do all things through Christ 

which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 
PHILADELPHIA. 





{ Children at Home 








Feroza Turns Teacher 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


ACATION time in the cool; invigor- 

ating air of the Himalaya Mountains 
was over, and once again the mission- 
aries were back at work. Here on the 
plains in North India it was still hot, 
but mission schools would be opening 
soon, and many preparations had to be 
made, 

“I think we must get out to some of 
those far villages today,” said one mis- 
sionary to her younger companion, “to 
remind the girls and their parents that 
school will be starting soon.” 

So along the country roads, beside 
fields green from the summer rains, the 
somewhat battered:car was taking them. 
* “Oh, I’m sorry; that was a bad jolt! 
I didn’t notice that’ ditch was so deep,” 
said the younger missionary driver, as 
the car bounced over an irrigating ditch 
placed directly across the road. What 
was a road to a Punjabi farmer? What 
concerned him was to guide the precious 
water from the creaking Persian well 
through the crude irrigating ditches into 
his growing crops across the road. 

But here was the village of Jandiala, 
ahd past the mud walls, around the vil- 
lage pond, the car was driven, until it 
was brought to a bumping halt under 
the banyan tree which spread its wide 
branches over the entrance to the out- 
caste quarters where the Christians 
lived. By this time the novelty of white 
people and a car had attracted a crowd 
of children, big and little, many cf them 
carrying baby brothers or sisters astride 
their hips. The missionaries were not 
strangers here, however; at least not to 
these who were Christians. 

“Salaam, salaam; come right into our 


courtyard,” sang out one bright-eyed lit-. 


tle girl joyfully. “It’s a long time since 
you visited our village.” 

“Yes, Feroza, we have been away on 
the hills,” replied the missionaries. “But 
now we have come to see you especially. 
Is your mother at home?” 

“Indeed she is,” answered Feroza. “She 
and Grandmother are cleaning cotton.” 

Feroza’s mother Begum, and Grand- 
mother Fazl Bibi sat'on the veranda of 
their tittle home, busy with the cotton. 
Begum jumped up quickly to bring a 
cot for the missionaries. ; 

“Sit here in the shade,” she said. “Can 
I bring you a drink of milk?” 

“No, thank you, Begum,” declined the 
missionaries. “We need nothing. We 
have come to remind you that school 
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will be starting soon. Feroza will be 
ready to go with the other village girls, 
won’t she?” 

“Well, I don’t know,” hesitated Begum. 
“How can I get my work done without 
Feroza to look after the baby? I can’t 
take him with me when I go to the big 
houses to work.” | 

“Now, Begum, we have gone over that 
so many times,” sighed the missionaries. 
‘Feroza is so bright, and it will be a 
great pity if she cannot go to school. 
She will love it there with the other 
girls, and be ever so much more help 
to you when she comes home for vaca- 
tion.” 


“Mother of Feroza,” Fazl Bibi chimed _ 


in, “you are talking very foolishly. In 
my day girls did not go to school, and 
I have grown up nothing but an igno- 
rant old woman. But look at my brother 
Jiwan’s granddaughter Sosan in the vil- 
lage of Sikhana! She has been in school 
only a short time, but she can read like 
a teacher. Is Feroza stupider than she? 
I am old, but not too old to remember 
how to take care of babies. I can look 
after Feroza’s baby brother. Certainly, 
Miss Sahiba, Feroza will be ready for 
school when the time comes.” 

And Feroza was. Her bright eyes 
sparkled when she saw the hundred or 
so girls who would .make the comfor- 
table boarding school their +home 
throughout the year, and realized she 
would be one of them. There were no 
dull days for Feroza. She entered 
eagerly into all the work of the class- 
room, became an enthusiastic and help- 
ful member of her cottage family, where 
she learned to cook and keep house, and 
found, through the games on the play- 
ground, what real play was— something 
she could never have learned in her 
backward village. 

Three happy school years passed, and 
time for another long summer vacation 
had come. Feroza was only one of many 
little girls who were excited at the 
prospect of visiting their village homes 
again. Shortly before they left a mis- 
sionary visited the boarding school to 
tell them of a new method of teaching 
people to read — not children, who could 
learn easily, but older people who never 
expected to be able to learn. 

“See this primer?” she said. “The let- 
ters are big, and the words familiar, and 
every one, even a child, who knows how 
to read, can teach some one else by this 
primer. Our slogan is, ‘Each one teach 
one,’ and I hope each of you girls, when 
you go home this summer, will try to 
teach some one in your own village to 
read.” 

So Feroza, who certainly knew a good 
deal about reading by this time, took 
home with her two of these new “Adult 
Education” primers. 

“Grandmother,” she asked one day, 
“wouldn’t you like to learn to read?” 

“What an idea!” replied Fazl Bibi. 
“Grandmothers do not go to school.” 

“But grandmothers are learning to 
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read,”-insisted Feroza. “See this new 
kind of primer I brought home? Look, 
it says, “There was a king.’” 

“What foolishness, child! Primers are 
not for old women. But what about 
that king?” Fazl Bibi was interested in 
spite of herself. 

Day after day, throughout the sum- 
mer vacation, the little girl and the old 
woman pored eagerly and earnestly over 
this fascinating new kind of primer. 
Fazl Bibi could scarcely believe her 
own eyes. She was actually learning to 
read. 

“I never hoped to live to see this mir- 
acle,” she said one day to Feroza. “And 
to think, my child, if you had not gone 
to school !” 

But the greater miracle came some 
time later, when the missionary brought 
to Grandmother Fazl Bibi a copy of 
Luke’s Gospel, and showed her she could 
read from the Word of God itself. She 
was quite overcome. 

“Now indeed I give thanks to our 
heavenly Father,” ‘she said. “My mind 
was .getting too old to remember the 
Bible stories the pastor teaches us, but 
now I can read them for myself, and 
they will stick in my heart. Surely 
there can be no greater blessing'!” 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 





| With the New Books 


The Heart of Things. By Nathaniel 
Beattie, M.D., F.R.C:S. (Victory Press, 
Clapham Crescent, London, S. W. 4, Eng., 
two shillings and sixpence.) “Out of it 
{the heart] are the issues of life,” both 
spiritual and physical. From his wide 








- knowledge and experience as a medical 


doctor, and a thorough study of the 
Bible, which he accepts as the inspired 
Word of God, Dr. Beattie has drawn in- 
teresting and instructive parallels be- 
tween man’s physical and spiritual na- 
tures. He writes of “The Wonder of 
Blood,” and points out that only the 
blood of Christ can cleanse us from sin. 
Two long chapters are devoted to “The 
Care of the Heart,” and others to Nerves, 
Fear, and Spiritual Dietetics. Here is 
a valuable handbook to give to medical 
students, nurses, and doctors, to help 
them understand the true Gospel; and 
in it there is sane, wholesome advice 
from @ Christian doctor for all Chris- 
tian people, and especially for those 
actively engaged in Christian work. 


Life. By Reginald Wallis. (Pickering 
and Inglis, Ltd., 14 Paternoster Row, E. C. 
4, T.ondon, sixpence; Loizeaux Bros., 19 
W. 21st St., New York City.) If there is 
one hing above another which the 
Christian worker desires, it is something 
in print which is simple, brief, interest- 
ing, and truly awakening without being 
“preachy,” something also which catches 
the eye and holds it until heart and mind 
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are also won. Captain Wallis has pro- 
vided this very thing, having put: to- 
gether in a most attractive binding a 
series of ninety-two Gospel messages, 
any one of which would make a good 
tract. He has also made use of a dozen 
varieties of print, at least two colors, 
and any number of pictures. The titles 
are catchy—as such ought to be— 
“Heavenly Cosmetics,” “God’s Kiss,” 
“Killing the Moon,” “Labels and Libels,” 
“Religious Dummies,” “The Proof of the 
Pudding,” “30,000 Pounds for No Hell,” 
and “Our Relationship to the Adamses.” 

Though most of these story talks are 
for the unsaved, there is also a page of 
“Hints for Christian Living,” the now 
famous tale of Hambrook’s crash in the 
Adirondacks, and a few others for be- 
lievers. The presentation and decision 
pages make the book ideal as a gift for 
all occasions and all ages. 


The Message of Keswick and Its Mean- 
ing. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, Lon- 
don, Eng.; Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., paper 50 cents.) 
Many who have heard and read of the 
great Keswick Conventions in England 
will be delighted to obtain this concise 
presentation of the message so mightily 
blessed of the Lord at this hallowed 
place. The author of the book (whose 
name is not given) has prepared a care- 
ful statement of God’s message for the 
Christian, and step by step, in a very 
logical way, he shows the full provision 
of the Gospel for a life of victory over 
sin. 

The reader. is conscious that much 
prayer has gone into the preparation of 
this book, and surely it will be richly 
used of the Lord in bringing new joy 
and power to many defeated Christians. 
The life that is Christ is simply and 
clearly pictured. Especially good is the 
explanation of “reckoning” as found in 
Romans 6, 


Seventy Lessons in Teaching and 
Preaching Christ. By George Goodman. 
(Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., 14 Pater- 
noster Row, London, E. C. 4, Eng., 5 shill- 
ings.) On the title page of this 392-page 
book are these words: “Seventy Les- 
sons in Teaching and Preaching Christ, 
Setting forth the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Beauty and Dignity of His Person, Of- 
fices, Work and Teaching. Prepared. for 
Teachers, Preachers, and Leaders,” The 
lessons are given in eight sections as 
follows: Our Lord Jesus Christ — His 
Personal Giory, His Ministry on Earth, 
His Testimony to the Truth, The Great 
“I Am,” The Cross in Type and Fact, 
His Present Ministry, His Varied Char- 
acters, His Future Glory. : 

Each lesson is divided into six parts: 
The Text, Main Lesson, Scriptures to 
Study, Specific Development of the Sub- 
ject, Other Lessons from the Subject, arid 
Application. At the end of almost every 
chapter is an outline for further study. 
Each section is introduced by an appro- 
priate. poem, and acrestics aré used to 
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WANTED 


At once, several Christian young ladies, yo 18 te 35 
years, for general cleaning work. pply 
Supervisor of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM Midland Park, N. J. 


Poland Closed; Other Fields Still Open 


Since the war broke out, no word has been received from 
missionaries or Christians in Poland, and no money can 
be sent to them as yet, but _we can still send money to 
other countries, such as Bulgaria, Rumania, Latvia 
Estonia, Manchukuo,and China, where the doors are still 
open to the preaching of the Gospel. Urgent appeals are 
coming to us for financial help, as they are not sure how 
long they will be able to each the Gospel. ‘Let us re- 
deem the time, because the days are evil, Will you not 
help us IMMEDIATELY wit your substantial. gifts, 
that we might rush‘our means to missionaries and suffer- 
ing Russian and Jewish Christians? Remember these 
needy ones in your Christmas Giving. Send your 
gift to the 
RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
Peter Deynexa, General Director 

64 W. Randolph Street Dept.S Chicago, Ill, 
Hlustrated Russian Gospel News Sent Free Upon Request 


In ordering goods or in making inquiry con 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


*“DE- BUNKING” 
THE NEWS FROM HADES 


PROPHECY MONTHLY for JANUARY shows 
how predictions of prominent Spiritist Medi- 
ums Concerning Europe have all gone pees? 
Read also of meaning of recent scientific 
‘‘miracles.”” Answer to atheistic book, ‘Bible 
Unmasked”; Photographing God; Arabs Cool 
Off; Spiritual Quackery; Herds of Jews in 
Poland; Does the Church Inherit Israel's 
Promises? These and many other timely 
topics make this issue of Bg value. ou 
should have every issue of this publication of 
American Prophetic League, Inc. $1.00 year; 
3 subscriptions $2.00; Trial offer 4 months 25 
cents: current issue ro cents. stamps. 


Ask for free BIBLICAL BOOK BULLETIN 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 
Box BB, Sta. E. R. Los Angeles, Calif. 

























THE Gloty OF A SOUL WON 


MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 
offers an intensely 
interesting “study 
at home” course in 


PRACTICAL 
CHRISTIAN | 
WORK 


that makes it EASY for you to deal with all classes 
of the unsaved and will give you helpful training in 
Christian Service. What a high and holy endeavor! 
The lives of thousands of Christian men and wom- 
en have been enriched because THEY took this 
course. Why not get the details by sending in this 
coupon TODAY: 





Dept . 8X 348 


C) Please send FREE Bible Test and folder on 
PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN WORK. (_] Also pros- 
bectus on 16 Home Study Courses for individual 
or group study. 


Address. 


3 f a The MOOD) Bible nstituis 
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add value to twenty-two of the lessons. 
Preceding the lessons are two chapters; 
one entitled, “The Pre-eminence of 
Christ,” and the other, “What It Means 
to Preach Christ.” A comprehensive in- 
dex, similar to a Bible concordance, in- 
creases the value of this volume for 
detailed study of the various phases of 
the person and work of Christ. These 
lessons are real studies in the Scrip- 
tures, and. do indeed present the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all his beauty and dig- 
nity. Every Christian worker, no matter 
what his field of work may be, will find 
this volume one of the most useful in 
his library. 


Cataracts of Revival. By G. J. Morgan. 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, Ltd., Lon- 
don, Eng., one shilling. Obtainable from 
Zondervan Publishing House, vand 
Rapids, Mich.) The author of this study 
of the essential forces that have brought 
about the great revivals of the past, and 
must always remain the essentials of any 
revival, is ,fitted to know whereof he 
speaks. He has himself experienced the 
force of the “cataract.” Being at pres- 
ent. a pastor in Brisbane, Australia, his 
first ministry was in Wales, and he wit- 
nessed there the working of that mys- 
terious force which he here undertakes 
to analyze. He touches but briefly on 
the historic facts of the great revivals, 
but from those facts he has drawn in- 
teresting and important conclusions. He 
defines revival, not as an exotic experi- 
ence or a mystical ecstasy. He admits, 
“In a sense every born again person is 
a mystic, but revival in its origin and 
true sense is the power of God lifting 
humanity to the true standard of life and 
morality through human channels.” 

He sets forth the romance, the psy- 
chology, the mysticism, the theology of 
revivals, the pathway to revival, and 
cencludes: “The signs of the present 
day intimate that we are on the verge 
of a cataclysmal upheaval. What is the 
key to the situation? From the divine 
side it is the Cross. The answer to the 
riddle of the universe is God, and the 
answer to the riddle of God is Jesus 
Christ, and the answer to the riddle of 
Christ is the Cross. .. . The Cross is the 
key to the present-day solution; for it 
is the key to the door of the Upper 
Room.” The book is timely. 


The Pentecostal Baptism and the En- 
duement of Power. By Oscar Lowry. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 15 cents.) In his own 
concise way the author of “The Sin 
We're Afraid to Mention,” “A Virtuous 
Woman,” and other books, points out 
clearly the difference between the Holy 
Spirit as the possession of the believer, 
and the believer as the possession of 
the Holy Spirit. Maintaining that in 
these days of confused thought, proper 
terminology is of utmost importance, Dr. 
Lowry warns us that “it would be as im- 
proper t6 pray for another birth of 
Christ, for another death of Christ, or 
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another resurrection of Christ, as for us 
to pray for or expect another Pente- 
costal baptism.” ‘The enduement with 
power for witnessing — also received on 
Pentecost day, but received by believers 
many times since —is an altogether dif- 
ferent matter. Bible teaching on this 
vital theme, together with warnings 
against “short cut” methods and abuses, 
form the bulk of Dr. Lowry’s message. 


The Purposes of Calvary. By Harry 
Rimmer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
This is the third book that the au- 
thor has recently written on messages 
from Calvafy. In these three books 
he has given us twenty valuable mes- 
sages on the cross. Certainly he con- 
siders the cross the center of God’s mes- 
sage to a lost world. 

This volume deals with the question 
of why Christ died, and brings before 
us clearly and forcefully the new life 
that is ours in him. The first message 
tells us of the demonstration of God’s 
love that we have in the cross. This is 
followed by five gripping messages on 
“A New Destiny,” “A New Deliverance,” 
“A New Desire,” “A New Dynamic,” and 
“A New Dominion,” which are made pos- 
sible for us by the death of Christ. Dr. 
Rimmer certainly demonstrates that the 
cross 0n which the Saviour hung was 
not a tragic incident in the earthly life 
of the Son of God, but was rather the 
climax of a deliberate plan made in the 
councils of Heaven. 


Songs in the Night. By Charles Ed- 
ward Hewitt. (Loizeaux Bros., 19 West 
21st St’, New York City, $1.) It is not 
often that the skylarks who sing of the 
Book add laughter to the lilt of their 
song, but the singer in this case is un- 
deniably humorous. In Song 3 on Job, 
he observes, “Job’s friends saw him afar 
off and wept. There are many people 
who can weep from the head just as 
though onions were before their noses 
and all the while their hearts are in cold 
storage.” 

But the humor is only for punctua~ 
tion and emphasis, for each of the four- 
teen songs are true “cameos of courage,” 
fit indeed to wear over the heart of any 
whose wings have been broken, whether 
in the fowler’s net or by the bitter winds 
of circumstance. And beautifully indeed 
do they present that Man who shall be 
as a “hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest; as rivers of 
water in a dry place, as the shadow of 
a great rock in a weary land.” 


Facing Life’s Problems. By Mary Wat- 
son Fish. (A set of fo booklets 
published by the author, $27 Main Ave- 
nue, Spokane, Wash., 10 cents, or $1 for 
the set.) One cannot work leng with 
young people without finding that they 
do have problems, and very real ones, 
too. It is not always easy to know just 
how to meet these problems on the 
ground of God’s Word, and yet it is 
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vitally important to do so, if young peo- 
ple are to be helped into a happy Chris- 
tian experience. Mrs. Fish, in this set 
of fourteen booklets, deals with twen- 
ty-eight situations that most young peo- 
ple must face. Among them are the 
following: “Why Should a Christian Be 
Different?” “Should a Christian Part: 
with Worldly Friends?” “How Shall I 
Spend My Sundays?” “Why Go’ to 
Church?” “Whom Shall I Not Marry?” 
“Why Not Use Slang?” “What Is the 
Secret of Promotion?” “Love —or Obe- 
dience to Christ?” Each problem is dealt 
with in a natural and sympathetic man- 
ner, using the story form rather than 
the lecture method, and in each case 
the reader is pointed to God’s Word as 
the final test. The booklets should prove 
valuable if made available to young peo- 
ple’s societies or Sunday school classes. 
They are paper bound and of a size that 
can be slipped into the pocket easily, 
and will be welcomed by teachers. and 
leaders of young people’s groups, for 
handing to individuals in crisis ‘times. 


Revival Messages. By B. H. Carroll, 
DD. LL.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) The 
sixteen messages in this series, which 
make up the twenty-second volume of 
Dr. Carroll’s writings, are presented first 
to the unawakened sinner, then to the 
cold-hearted Christian and to all who 
in any sense lack the fullness of the 
Spirit in power to witness and win. Be- 
lieving that “Heaven is a prepared place 
for a prepared people,” Dr. Carroll urgés 
immediate attention to these matters and 
does so in language exceedingly forceful 
and logical. At the same time he men- 
tions various church troublers. Some of 
the sermon titles are “Christ Seeks Not 


Yours, But You,” “Conditions of Suc- ~ 
cess in Soul-Winning,” “The Measure of . 


Responsibility,” and “The Conquering 
Word of God.” The style of writing with 
its question-and-answer beginnings, its 
careful procedure along the chosen line 
of thought straight up to a powerful and 
convincing conclusion, reminds one of 
the sermons of the old worthies, White- 
field, Wesley, and Finney. Dr. Carroll 
is the founder of the Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex. 


A Primer on Preaching. By Alfred: P. 
Gibbs. (Waterick Publishing Co., 920 
First Ave., N.; Fort Dodge, Iowa, cloth 
$1, paper 50 cents.) Mr. Gibbs here pre- 
sents an abundance of practical coun- 
sel concerning the preparation and pres- 
entation of the Gospel message. The 
book is carefully outlined, and should be 
especially helpful to those who have had 
no training in homiletics, but who are 
called upon at times to preach, and who 
desire to preach effectively and_ well. 
The author’s treatment is at the ‘same 
time brief, thorough, and logical. Wher- 
ever possible, his statements are backed 
by references to the Word. 

Mr. Gibbs’ style is made attractive by 
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the use of many anecdotes and illustra- 
tions, many of them of a humorous vari- 
ety, though some are rather outworn 
through overwork. The least effectivé 
part of the book is that in which the 
author presents ilustrations of sermon 
outlines. Each of these outlines is so 
thorough and so lengthy that it would 
serve better for a series of seven or 
eight sermons rather than for any one 
message. Otherwise, Mr. Gibbs has 
given straightforward, helpful advice to 
the Christian worker, and as an elemen- 
tary book on preaching this little volume 
has a real place. 


The Peerless Book. By Peter Wiseman, 
S.T.M., D.D., F.R.G.S. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
Most readers of this study will be among 
those who are grounded in the Inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, but they will 
know others, both learned and illiterate, 


who still founder in the sea of specu- 


lation. To these Dr. Wiseman presents 
a line of proof that will enable each to 
judge for himself regarding the claims 
of God’s Word. Part I takes up the dif- 


‘ference between reason and faith, and 


gives briefly the necessary definitions 
and historical background. Part II lists 
twenty-five different sources of evidence 
by which one is forced to conclude that 
the Bible is not only true but that it is 
a special, God-given revelation which 
concerns each individual personally. 
Part III shows what methods may be 
used in studying the holy Book, and 
also what texts must be learned in 
order to combat and refute the various 
anti-Biblical isms, new and old. Such 
a book would be a valuable one to 
place in the hands of the Christian 
worker and thinker who has been en- 
gulfed in Modernistic teaching. Dr. 
Wiseman is professor of Religious Edu- 
cation in Asbury Theological Seminary, 
Wilmore, Ky. : 


The History of Christianity in America. 
By Frank Grenville Beardsley, Ph.D. 
(American Tract Society, New York 
City, $1.50.) A companion book to “His- 
tory of American Revivals,” this work 
is equally thrilling, beside having greater 
scope. It was high time that some one 
recognized the integral part that Chris- 
tianity has played in the building of 
our nation, and gave adequate and schol- 
arly attention to it. 

The opening chapters are occupied 
with religious beginnings in New Eng- 
land, the Middle Colonies, and in Vir- 
ginia and the South. Various great re- 
vival movements (1739, 1800, 1857-58) 
are presented and capably evaluated. 
The part ‘played by the anti-slavery 
movement and the Civil War is clearly 
shown. Chapters on organized move- 
ments in religion, and the beginning of 
the twentieth century are particularly 
valuable. Dr. Beardsley has the rare 
ability of collecting a wealth of infor- 
mation within a given space, yet pre- 
senting it all so interestingly as to leave 
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not a trace of that rather dull, bookish 
atmosphere often. found in historical 
works. If there are still thinking folk 
who can be influenced by a forceful and 
spiritual presentation of what are indis- 
putably facts, then there is hope that 
America may yet be turned back to the 
God whom she seems to have forgotten. 


Liberal Kentucky. By N. H. Sonne. 
(Columbia University Press, New York 
City, $3.) Here is an ably written, de- 
tailed account of an incident in the 
history of the religious life of Kentucky. 
The story has to do with Transylvania 
University, a small state college of which 
Horace Holley, the minister of the Hollis 
St. Unitarian Church, Boston, was made 
president. Holley seems to have been a 
competent educator, but according to 
his critics, unable to keep his Unitarian- 
ism in the background. This was prob- 
ably true, in. spite of the denials of 
those who sympathized with him. He 
was charged with bringing the Saviour 
down to the level of Socrates and Zoro- 
aster, and of ridiculing distinguishing 
doctrines of the Christian religion. 

Naturally Presbyterians objected to a 
state institution being run on the lines 
of Unitarian propaganda, however dis- 
guised. As the writer admits, “they 
had reason to fear for the future of their 
church. Annually many young men, 
often from Presbyterian homes, were be- 
ing graduated, who had learned under 
Holley’s guidance to discard dogmatic 
theology. The published theses of 
1823, written by seniors, had given 
tangible expression to this by asserting 
the equauty of natural with revealed 
religion and the adequacy of natural 
religion for salvation.” 

Holley’s explanations of his beliefs were 
of a sort familiar to us of the modernist 
age,—subtle, double-meaning variants 
on the plain historical interpretations of 
the Christian faith. Presbyterians, lay 
and clerical, were aroused and brought 
pressure to bear which resulted in his 
resignation. This seems grievous to our 
historian who says, “The story of Ken- 
tucky Presbyterianism is the story of the 
ruthless destruction of every vestige of 
independent’ theological thought.” 

Mr. Sonne says of the Kentucky: of 
that day that it was “perfectly clear to 
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liberals that they must destroy the power 
of Calvinism if they were to continue 
their control of the state.” The natural 
presumption is that the call of the Uni- 
tarian minister from Boston to the presi- 
dency of the state college was a step 
in this program. Evangelical groups 
rallied and blocked the move, and as a 
consequence (theological) “liberalism 


- became a secondary and, in time, an un- 


important factor in the state’s intellec- 
tual life.” 

The details of this episode are set 
forth with great care. “But it can hardly 
be understood without an examination 
of the whole history of American Uni- 
tarianism. The method of this sect has 
always been that of penetration under 
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disguise, with the expectation and pur- 
pose of capturing institutions, not merely 
of the state, but of the evangelical 
church. Many illustratigns could be 
given. Honest secularization of a state 
institution would not now be objected 
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“Beware of men.” Trust the Lord; but 
put no confidence even in princes. Pray 
for courage to face an unfriendly world. 
Tues.—Matthew 14:1-4. An Unfriendly King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Herod the tet- 
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faileth. Pray to be slow to wrath; swift 
to help the erring. 


Sat.—Matthew 10:5-15. 


Evidence of Friendliness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Freely ye have 





to by Kentucky Presbyterians, and one 
doubts if it would have been even a 
century ago. 
trality of the Unitarian president that 
excited the anger and disgust of the 
Presbyterians of that day. Subsequent 
American church history amply justifies 
this feeling. 


rarch heard of the fame of Jesus.” 
Herod’s opinion of Christ was born of 
superstitious fear. He said: “This is 
John the Baptist; he is risen from the 
dead.” When a sinner talks “religion,” 
beware, but when he prays be ready to 
aid. Religion for many is but a cloak 
of maliciousness. Words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the sim- 
ple. Pray to be wise as a serpent; and 


It was the feigned neu- 








to be as harmless as a dove. 
Wed.—Matthew 15:29-31. 
° Friends of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The multitude 
. glorified the God of Israel.” The 
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multitudes are often overlooked, and 
generally despaired of. Astounding min- 
istries of the Spirit should be desired 
and prayed for that multitudes needing 
salvation may be awakened to God-con- 
sciousness and to their need of Christ. 


Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 
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received, freely give.” Our blessings 
must be shared. Unselfish sharing of 
Scriptural knowledge, spiritual and tem- 
poral blessings evidence the inward 
force of Christianity. Holy practices are 
the proof of our piety. We are no bet- 
ter Christians than we are in our daily 
conduct. Practicality is the best proof 
of spirituality. Pray for deeper, broader 
Christian love. 


Sun.—John 15:5-14. 
Friendship with the King. 
PRAYEK SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are my 
friends.” The Lord knoweth them that 
are his. Doing His “commandments” 
proves your “friendship with the king.” 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” Make it your care to 
keep the one hundred and seventy-six 
“commandments” governing the Chris- 
tian life found in the Epistles of Paul 


Mon.—Matthew 13:54-58. 
An Unfriendly Community. 


PrayeR SucGcestTions: “They were of- 
fended in him.” Wickedness procéedeth 
from the wicked. Our Saviour, like 
Joseph of old, was loved of His father 
and hated by his brethren. Cain slew 
his brother because his own works were 
wicked. As “a wicked doer giveth heed 
to... a naughty tongue,” so sinners must 
and will hate the righteous. The Lord 
has sent us forth as sheep among wolves. 
EE 
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Have faith in God! Ask for, and ex- 
pect, greater ministries of the Spirit 
everywhere. Pray for a Reformation- 
like revival. 


Thurs.—Luke 10:38-42. A Friendly Family. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Martha received 
him into her house.” Those who are 
friendly to the Saviour are our friends. 
All who are not against Christ are for 
his Church. Call every man “brother” 
who calls Jesus Christ, “Lord.” God’s 
work moves on through friendly fam- 
ilies. Pray for more of them; and cul- 
tivate this sort of friendship for Jesus. 
Those who “receive” Christ into their 


from Romans 12 to Hebrews 13. Pray 
for courage to do whatsoever the Lord 
would have you do. 
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